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Issue 3 March 2022

Dear Rosary Families,

Welcome to the third edition of the Rosary Reading Newsletter! | hope you have had a
wonderful term and enjoy a well-deserved break over the Easter holiday.

For those parents and carers new to the school, this newsletter shares updates about what
we are doing to promote a culture of reading for pleasure across Rosary school. We think it
is important that our pupils are exposed to a wide range of texts and different authors.

This exciting letter will provide you with suggestions of high quality fiction and non-fiction
texts which are appropriate for your child’s age group. It will outline reading events taking
place both in and out of school, and will give suggestions on how to engage and support
your child with reading! There will also be an ‘Author Spotlight’ section to help expose
children to different authors. This issue, we have a very special, personalised message
from Zillah Bethell!

| hope that you find this newsletter helpful in supporting your child on their reading journey.
| would love any feedback. Thank you for your continued support.

Happy Reading!

Miss Duncan (Literacy Lead and Year 1/2 Class Teacher)
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World Book Day 2022

On Thursday 3rd March, we celebrated World Book Day! There were so many brilliant costumes and
the children showed such a clear enthusiasm for books and reading. Children in Years 4-6 were
introduced to an optional Reading Competition being organised by The Hall. Please see the ‘Exciting
Competitions’ page later in this letter for more information!

Have a look at some of the World Book Day photos below! There are many more photos on our school
website!
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Reading at Rosary

Daily Reading Practice

Children in Key Stage 1 read every day with
an adult. These reading sessions take place
at 9am, focusing on decoding, prosody and
comprehension skills. It is vital that your child
arrives at school on time so that they do not
miss out on this key learning!

TRosary Reader

In Key Stage 2, children participate in whole
class reading lessons. These sessions focus
on teaching different reading skills e.g.
inference, clarifying, questioning and
predicting. These lessons take place every
morning and aim to equip children with a
‘toolbox’ to understand what they are reading.

Reading at home

Although your child will be taught to read at
school, you can have a huge impact on their
reading journey by continuing their practice at
home. Children are expected to read at home
for 10-15 minutes every day- this needs to be
recorded in their home reading diary which must
be brought into school every day in their book
bag. Please ensure that your child brings their
book bag to school every day.
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Phonics programme: Little Wandle
[etters ahd Sounds Revised

We hope you found the Parent
Workshop on Early Reading and
Phonics helpful.

Please do speak to your class
teacher or Miss Duncan if you have
any further queries.

A copy of the PowerPoint slides from this Zoom
are available on the school website, in the
‘Literacy’ area. This can be found beneath the ‘Our
Curriculum’ tab.

Year 1

There are two types of reading book that your child
may bring home:

1. A reading practice book. This will be at the
correct phonic stage for your child. They should be
able to read this fluently and independently. If your
child is reading it with little help, please don’t worry
that it's too easy — your child needs to develop fluency
and confidence in reading. Remember to give them
lots of praise — celebrate their success! If they can’t
read a word, read it to them. After they have finished,
talk about the book together.

2. A sharing book. Please remember that you
shouldn’t expect your child to read this alone. Read it
to or with them. Discuss the pictures, enjoy the story,
predict what might happen next, use different voices
for the characters, explore the facts in a non-fiction
book. The main thing is that you have fun!

Year 2

When your children are fully secure with all phonic
phases and can read these books fluently, they will be
moved onto levelled books. Year 2 children will
change their reading books once a week. They will
have between 1 and 5 books depending on the level
of text and their individual needs. This enables them
to read, re read and enjoy their books for the whole




Author Spotlight: Zillah Bethell

Zillah Bethell was born in the shadow of the volcano ‘Mount Lamington’ in
Papua New Guinea. She grew up without shoes, toys or technology and
instead she spent a lot of time in the seal! Zillah's family returned to the UK
when she was ten, and she now lives in South Wales with her family. Zillah
is a storyteller and has written lots of stories for all ages. Her book “The
Shark Caller’ is set in Papua New Guinea and is one of Miss Duncan’s
favourite books!

When Miss Duncan contacted Zillah Bethell about our Rosary
Reading Newsletter, she was kind enough to write a message
ESPECIALLY TO OUR SCHOOL! Have a read of our personalised
message below!

| didn't have any books in Papua New
Guinea so when | came to the UK | made
up for that by reading everything | could
find in the library or my grandmother's thrift
store. The books took me on adventures, of
course, but reading was also an escape
from a reality | did not always like!

| studied English at Oxford University and
we had to study all the books an author
had written in two weeks. After a while |
decided that | didn't want to just study other
people's books, | wanted to write my own
and that's eventually what | did.

| loved (and still do love) any books about
horses. This was because I'd never seen a
horse until | came to the UK. They are
magical creatures to me. My favourite book
was Dream of Fair Horses by Patricia
Leitch.




1.4.22 Stay and Read

Stay and Read will be taking place in Key Stage 1 this Friday! This is an opportunity for
parents and carers to come into school and spend some time celebrating reading with
their children! You will be asked to come upstairs to the classroom from 9am until
9.25am. Books will be available for you to read to the children and spend some time in
your child’s classroom! Please feel free to bring any books from home, too! We are very
excited to be able to invite you into our classrooms to share our love of reading!

March UKLA Book Award

2022
Celebrating children’s books, the UKLA Book Awards are the only children’s book awards
judged by teachers! The shortlist for this awards is announced in March and is sure to

include very exiting books for children. U(LA

UK LITERACY ASSOCIATION

2.4.22 International Children’s Book Day

International Children's Book Day is a yearly event sponsored by the International Board
on Books for Young People, an international non-profit organization. Founded in 1967,
the day is observed on or around Hans Christian Andersen's birthday, April 2.

Key Stage 1 have read some of his stories during their topic, ‘Once Upon a Time’ earlier
this year. You could celebrate this day at home by sharing your favourite children’s story
with your child (perhaps adding in some hot chocolate to make it extra special!)

The Hall Partnership Reading Competition (Years 4-6)
Summer

2022 Children wanting to participate need to select a moving/dramatic passage from a novel or

short story. The passage should be 2-3 minutes in length when read out loud, including a
brief introduction to the passage. Children need to rehearse at home by reading the
passage out loud, aiming to engage the audience. They do NOT need to learn this
passage off by heart—they will be reading this aloud. Children will be assessed on

enunciation, projection, pace and expression/interpretation. Children will be short-listed
for the final which will take place at The Hall School in late June 2022. Miss Duncan will
send out any further details nearer the time, but children can begin by choosing and
practising reading heir passage over Easter! Please note, not all children will be able to
attend the final but they will all be given the opportunity to read their passage aloud to
' |
their classmates! ﬁ

23.6.22 National Writing Day

National Writing Day is an annual celebratory project designed to inspire people across
the UK to get writing. Teachers will be celebrating this at school e

but you can also support your child in writing their own story NA‘I‘IONAL

or non-fiction piece of writing at home! Writing Day




The Wall and the Wild by Christina Dendy & Katie Rewse

Ana builds a beautiful garden on the edge of her town but is determined
to keep the disorderly WILD out, so she builds a boundary wall to
separate the two. She wants her garden to be perfect, full of only the
sweetest-smelling flowers, leafiest trees and tastiest fruit and
vegetables. Any seeds that are not absolutely perfect get thrown away
into the WILD.

This is a wonderful picture book about the desire for control and
tidiness, and the wonders that can occur when we accept a little
mess and freedom into our lives.

My Mum is a Lioness by Swapna Haddow & Dapo Adeola

My Mum is a Lioness is the second family-based playful picture book
from award-winning author Swapna Haddow and illustrator Dapo
Adeola. Filled with giggles and with the theme of family bonds at the
heart, this is a roar-some choice for storytime. This book’s release is
especially well timed with Mother’s Day having been at the end of
March.

This new book has brightly coloured illustrations providing plenty
of visual humour and a bouncy rhythm that makes it well-suited to
being read aloud at storytime.

When I Sec

When | See Red by Britta Teckentrup

The end page of this book has a quote from Anni Lanz —a human
rights activist who has a focus on refugee policy. It reads, “Use your
anger to transform the world around you.” This is the positive message
of a book that focuses on anger, rage and fury — an emotion felt by us
all and an emotion felt particularly keenly by children and young people
with deeply held views on the issues of the day.

This stunningly illustrated book tells the ‘story’ of anger with huge
opportunities for reflection. Children at school have been
discussing the ‘Zones of Regulation’ and tools to help manage
emotions. This book can help support these discussions at home.

JO vl(,KQ

The Burpee Bears by Joe Wicks and Vivian French

The Burpee Bears is the first book in the series and is infused with
Joe’s signature sense of fun. Join the bears as they explore the
everyday ups and downs of family life. Children will fall in love with the
Burpee Bear characters; they bring a little bit of Wicks magic and a
whole lot of Joe energy to each and every page. The Burpee Bears will
delight and engage children as they read, laugh and leap into action!

True to Joe’s ethos, each book will feature a fun and positive story
with added exercises and recipes — perfect for families to share
and enjoy together!
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Amazing Esme by Tamara Macfarlane and Michael Fowkes

Follow the wildly imaginative adventures of Esme as she leaves behind her
circus home for the first time to spend the summer with her cousins
Magnus, Cosmo and Gus at Maclinkey Castle where it's easy to get lost
and where you can discover all sorts of weird and wonderful animals in
unlikely places - there are porcupines in beds, lizards in drawers and
giraffes on the loo. It's all a little wonderful and a lot overwhelming and
when her pet donkey, Donk, turns up in a parcel sent from her parents, the
fun really begins.

This is a gorgeous new series introducing the dazzling circus
acrobat, Esme Miranda-Maclinkey who is a delightfully engaging
heroine! Children will also love to read about her trusty side-kick,
Donk!

The Boy Who Sang with Dragons by Andy Shepherd and lllustrated
by Sara Ogilvie

Tomas is a fully-fledged expert dragon grower and protector of the
dragonfruit tree! But he's not quite prepared for the adventure that awaits
him when a huge secret is revealed about his new friend, Aura. This is a
thrilling story that will take Tomas and Aura on a journey of discovery that
will finally unlock the last mysteries of the dragonfruit tree. Hilarious black-
and-white illustrations complement this humorous fantasy adventure.

Featuring unicorns of many colours, tons of glitter, lots of rainbows
and plenty of farting and poo, there are underlying themes of
diversity, inclusion and positivity.

Miss Duncan shared the first book in this series with Toucans as the
class story at the end of the day so these pupils may be especially
interested in this book!

A Bad King
is a Sad Thing

Rabbit and Bear by Julian Gough and Jim Field

Gorgeously illustrated and with a classic feel, this is a brilliantly funny story
of a rabbit and a bear who discover that things are always better when
they're shared with a friend. Ideal for readers moving on from picture
books.

This wonderful story is ideal for readers who are moving on from
picture books.

WENDA SHURETY

PADDY DONNELLY

The Last Seaweed Pie by Wenda Shurety & Paddy Donnelly

The Sea-ple live in the ocean and the Tree-ple live in the jungle. When the
Tree-ple start to throw their waste in the sea, the two worlds collide. Then a
young Tree-ple has an idea. A heart-warming story about ocean
conservation and communities working together.

This is a heart-warming story about ocean conservation and
communities working together. Key Stage 1 have discussed the
impact of humans on the environment during their ’Into the Deep’
topic this half term and so they may want to read more books related
to this theme. We reading ‘Somebody Swallowed Stanley’ which
touched on this issue.
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Einstein the Penguin by lona Rangeley & David Tazzyman

When the Stewart family visit London Zoo one winter afternoon, Imogen and
Arthur are enthralled by a small, inquisitive penguin named Einstein. As they
leave, Mrs Stewart jokingly tells him that penguins are always welcome at their
house. However, they are astounded when he turns up on their doorstep later
that evening, clutching a small rucksack stuffed full of silver herrings, a Polaroid
camera and a selection of photographs. They attempt to alert the zoo, but are
met with disbelief, so do what anyone would in the circumstances and invite him
to stay.

Funny, intriguing and utterly heart-warming, this wonderful chapter book
will delight newly confident junior readers. Miss Duncan recommends this
book especially to any children who love ‘Paddington!’
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Worst Day Ever! By James Bishop & Fay Austin

Mylan is from the planet Empathia, a place where everyone feels so much
empathy that if one person is upset, the whole population dissolves into tears. To
avoid this universal pain, the inhabitants of the planet ensure that no one is ever
unhappy and Empathia has evolved into a utopian society. Upon discovering
that the rest of the universe does not live in the same harmony and happiness,
Mylan sets out to collect stories of the bad days of other species: aiming to cheer
them up along the way. This is when he meets Chloe...

This humorous and imaginative book features a host of alien characters
and an action-packed plot that will keep children gripped. This laugh-out-
loud space adventure will appeal to fans of Tom McLaughlin, Sam Copeland
and Pamela Butchart.
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Grandpa Frank’s Great Big Bucket List by Jenny Pearson

Frank’s parents argue a lot. Usually about his Dad's (also named Frank) get-rich-
quick schemes which inevitably go wrong and mean they end up having to move
house — again. When Frank junior inherits almost half a million pounds on the
condition that he looks after his grandpa (yes, he's called Frank too), it only
causes more arguments. Mum and Dad think the money should be theirs, but
Frank is determined to do his duty and makes a bucket list for Grandpa Frank.
Some of his ideas are rather interesting...

In this brilliant and touching adventure, Frank’s family is refreshingly
imperfect: his dad has slightly-less-than-law abiding tendencies, his
grandpa is very grumpy and still cross about an acrimonious divorce many
years ago. But, when it comes to the crunch, it’s the family's underlying
love that shines through.

CHITRA SOUNDAR
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Sona Sharma: Very Best Big Sister by Chitra Soundar

Sona is not at all sure about being a big sister. It means her mother has to live
somewhere else for a while, and he has to share everything that once belonged
to her alone. But when the baby is born, she really wants to be the best big sister
ever. Her gift to the new baby turns out to be the most special one of all.

Set in a modern family in India, this book is rich in detail about Hindu
beliefs, customs and ceremonies around welcoming a new child into the
world. It is extensively illustrated with black and white drawings which are
packed full of charm and character.
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Jummy at the River School by Sabine Adeyinka

Jummy longs for only one thing — a place at the River School, the best girls’
boarding school in Nigeria. However, she has never been much good at working
hard, and depends on her friend Caro, who is from a much poorer family, to help
her out. When Caro is sent as a maid to work at the school where Jummy is a
pupil, Jummy is forced to face up to injustice.

Jummy at the River School is an immersive introduction to life at boarding
school in 1990s Nigeria. Many of the themes of friendship and bravery and
justice are universal, but the vividly described River School setting, and
Jummy’s own unique voice, make the story sing.

¥.\| | The inclusion of Papuan Pidgin English words throughout the book

The Shark Caller by Zillah Bethell

Set in a rural village on the shores of Papua New Guinea, this is a remarkable
tale of love, loss and friendship. Following the death of her parents, Blue Wing
moves in with Siringen, a gentle village elder who becomes her waspapi, or
guardian. Obsessed by his role as a shark caller, Blue Wing pleads with Siringen
to teach her this ancient tradition, but he refuses, fearing that the anger in her
heart will lead her to misuse the skills. When an American professor arrives to
study coral, Blue Wing is asked to show his daughter, Maple, around the island.
Maple is initially rude and hostile, but with patience and compassion, Blue Wing
discovers the cause of her unhappiness and, realising they have much in
common, the girls form an affectionate, sisterly bond.

enlivens the narrative, particularly when read aloud. This exceptional novel,
which explores complex emotions of guilt and grief, will remain with the
reader long after the final page.

Written by this issue’s ‘Author Spotlight,’ Zillah Bethell, this is Miss
Duncan’s favourite book that she has read in recent years.

Like a Charm by Elle McNicoll

This is a new, exciting magical fantasy with a quest to save an endangered town.
Ramya is a feisty heroine whose dyspraxia can make her feel misunderstood and
disconnected from the world around her. Ramya can also perceive things that
most people can't - seeing through the Glamour that disguises magical creatures.
As the story unfolds, Ramya learns to trust her own instincts more, despite
feeling weary from a world that fails to give value to the way she is.

Fantasy lovers will enjoy the imaginative cast of magical characters and
the idea that a co-existing magical world is thinly veiled all around us is
one that has a timeless appeal in children’s literature. A sequel is expected
in Spring 2023!

Miss Duncan is currently reading this book! She recommends to any fellow
Harry Potter lovers!

DARREN SIMPSON

Furthermoor by Darren Simpson

The real world is a hostile place for twelve-year-old Bren, his schooldays stalked
by vicious bully, Shaun, and his family life fractured at home. Ever since his sister
Evie died in an accident, Bren's only safe space is Furthermoor, an imagined
world of mechanised trees and clockwork animals, where Evie is still alive. In
Furthermoor, no one can hurt Bren...until the mysterious Featherly arrives.

Enter a world as vast and dark as your imagination, in this unforgettable
coming-of-age story about courage, friendship and finding your voice.




Hats of Faith by Medeia Cohan-Petrolino and lllustrated by Sarah
Walsh
Recommended age: 3+ (EYFS and KS1)

This book is a beautifully illustrated introduction to the shared custom of
head covering. Using accurate terminology and brightly coloured imagery,
‘Hats of Faith’ helps educate and prepare young children for our culturally
diverse modern world.

This beautiful book encourages an early and open dialogue between
parents and children about different faiths.

Professor Astrocat’s Frontiers of Space by Dr Dominic Walliman &
Ben Newman

Recommended age: 7+ (LKS2)

Frontier of Space was first published in 2013 as the starting book in the
series and is now back with a new edition featuring eight new spreads and
updated details about how rockets work, recent missions to Mars, space
junk, black holes, and many more new insights into the ever-developing
science of space and the outer reaches of the universe. There's something
new to learn about on every page

This is a beautifully designed non-fiction book with illustrations by an
artist whose use of bold shapes and retro colours draws readers
right in to enjoy soaking up the information.
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Bandoola: The Great Elephant Rescue by William Grill
Recommended age: 7+ (LKS2 and UKS2)

This is a beautifully illustrated non-fiction book. There are clear strong
themes of conservation and the environmental impact of human
behaviours, along with reminding us of the utter respect we need to have
for all animals, particularly as we learn of the dwindling numbers of Asian
elephants still living in the wild.

At the heart of the story is the legacy of one special elephant. Bandoola
had a lasting effect on Williams, who through his time with the elephants
learnt that humans could live side by side with animals, based on respect
and understanding.

Children in Years 3 and 4 may particularly enjoy this, having studied
their ‘Rainforests’ topic which involved discussing the impact of
humans on the environment.

ALL KINDS OF BRAINS AND HOW THEY WORK

This Book is Full of Brains by Tim Kennington, Josy Bloggs & Liz Kay
Recommended age: 7+ (LKS2 and UKS2)

This fascinating book is all about brains! It is broken down into a set of
logical chapters that cover how the brain works, different parts of the brain,
how our brains compare to animal brains and about the 'brains' of robots
and computers. Each chapter is full of fun facts, interesting science
knowledge made accessible to children and a range of illustrations to
support the information being shared

This Book is Full of Brains is an amazing resource to understand
more about our amazing brains. It is full of exercises and
experiments that children can undertake to understand the brain and
how it works.




