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Rosary School Handwriting Policy

Handwriting is a skill which, like reading and spelling, affects written communication
across the curriculum. Children must be able to write with ease, speed and legibility. From
Summer Term Year 1 children are introduced to cursive handwriting which teaches pupils
to join letters and words as a series of flowing movements and patterns. Handwriting skills
should be taught regularly and systematically.

Aims

At Rosary School our aims in teaching handwriting are that the pupils will:

Achieve a neat, legible style with correctly formed letters in accordance with
cursive script (from Year 1 Summer Term).

Develop flow and speed.

Eventually produce the letters automatically and in their independent writing.

In order to achieve these aims, the following principles are followed:

Teaching and Learning

Children should experience coherence and continuity in the teaching of
handwriting across the school

Children should develop a recognition and appreciation of pattern and line and
be given support in finding a comfortable grip

Children should understand the importance of clear and neat presentation in order
to communicate meaning clearly

Children should be encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their work and
should therefore enjoy developing their handwriting skills

Children should be supported in developing correct spelling quickly through a multi-
sensory approach to handwriting

Children should be taught how to write quickly to aid expressing themselves
creatively and imaginatively across the curriculum and for a range of purposes
Children should be encouraged to use their skills with confidence and pride in real
life situations

Teachers and Teaching Assistants should model the cursive script from Year 1
Summer Term

Children should use the cursive script across the school from Summer Term Year 1.
This should be evident on display boards and in Book Looks.

Early Years

Nursery & Reception Children are taught at their assessed level of development and
progress through the following guide alongside guidance from Development Matters.

Stage 1 Will engage in a variety of activities to strengthen gross &
approx: Nursery fine motor development (appendix 1)

Including but not exclusively ‘Dough Disco’.
Stage 2 e are taught pre-writing patterns which follow the
approx: Nursery movements of the letter formation both in Iarge




and small movements and with a variety of mark
making tools in a variety of contexts
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e are taught how to correctly hold a pencil, scissors
and other mark making tools

Stage 3 Children confinue to strengthen the muscles in their
approx: hands & fingers.

Reception

Stage 4 are taught how to use a pencil, and hold it effectively to
ApProx: form recognisable letters

Reception

Children continue to strengthen the muscles in their
hands & fingers.

Stages ApProx:
Reception/Year 1

correctly form all letters

All children should be given the opportunities to develop their handwriting to their full

potential and work progressively through the stages above.

Environmental print

Children will be exposed to handwritten print and typed print. They will also see words

written in print.

Pencil Grip

Children are taught the ‘Tripod Pencil Grip' If they are working at a development stage
prior to this, teachers follow the developmental grip scale to support the child’s

development.




Right handed grip
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1. Point away the pencil, 2. Pinch it near the tip, 3. Lift it off the table, 4. Spin it round... 5. ...and grip.
Left handed grip
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1. Point away the pencil, 2. Pinch it near the tip, 3. Lift it off the table, 4. Spin it round... 5. ...and grip.

THE TRIPOD PENCIL GRIP

Both right and left handed children should be encouraged to use the tripod grip which allows the
pen/pencil to be held securely whilst allowing controlled movements of the pen/pencil nib.

1) Grip the pencil with your index finger and

1 - N thumb with the mb pointing away.

underneath.

3) Use your middle finger to support the
underside of the pencil.

Developmental Grip Scale

1—1 1/2 years 3 1/2—4 years
Cylindrical Grasp Digital Grasp Modified Tripod Grasp

2) With your free hand, spin the pencil from

4 1/2—7 years
Tripod Grasp




Comofriable Sitting Position and Correct Paper Position

Right handed children

How to sit correctly to be comfortable for handwriting.

Sit with a straight back,

The table reaches o not leaning over the page.

below elbow height.

Sit right back

in the seat.
Kesp fest flat

on the floor Pull the chair close

fo the table

How to hold and position the paper.

v

Resources

Left handed children

How to sit correctly to be comfortable for handwriting.

Sit with a straight back,
not leaning over the page

Sit right back
in the seat

Pull the chair close

to the table.

The table reaches to
below elbow height.

Keep feet flat
'on the floor

i

How to hold and position the paper.
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All EYFS classrooms will be stocked with a variety of fine motor control resources including;
tweezers, pencils & paint brushes of different widths, variety of mark making tools, scissors,

pegs & boards etc.

EYFS have access to a variety of gross motor resources including; ribbbons, hoops, bats, balls,

efc.

Children in EYFS do not use cursive script. They focus on letter formation, in line with Little
Wandle Letters and Sounds’ letter formation phrases and pronunciation phrases for each

grapheme.
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Around the astronaut’s
helmet and down into

Under the snake's chin, slide
down and round its tail

From the tiger's nose to its
tail, then follow the stripe

space. across the tiger.

Dowin the penguin’s back,
up and around its head

Down the iguana’s bady,
then draw a dot (on the
leaf) at the top.

Down the stick, up and over
the net.

Down, up and over the mouse's
ears, then add a flick on the
nose.
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Round the duck’s body, up to
its head and down to its feet.

Round the goat’s face, up
to his ear; down and curl
under his chin.

All around the octopus

Curl around the cat

Down the kite, up and
round, down to the corner.

Around the elephant’s eye
and down its trunk

Down and around the umbrella,
stop at the top and down to
the bottom and flick
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From the cloud to the ground,
up the arch and over the
rainbow.

Down, up and over the
helicopter.

Down bear’s back, up and
round his big tummy.

Down the flamingo’s neck,
all the way to its foot, then
across its wings.

All the way down the
lollipop.

All the way down the
jellyfish. Dot on its head.

Down to the bottom of the
wvolcano and back up to the top
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From the top of the wave to
the bottom, up the wave,
down the wave, then up

again.

Start at the top, then across
to the bottom of the box.
Start at the top, then across
to the bottom of the box.

Down and round the yo-yo,
then follow the string
round.

Zip across, zag down and
across the zebra.

Round the queen’s face, up
o her crown, down her
robe with a flick at the end.
Quick, it's the queen!




Daily provision/teaching of developing fine and gross motor muscles and/or handwriting
should take place. Children should have access to resources to develop motor control as
part of their daily provision.

Key Stage 1

Children will continue to develop fine and gross motor-skills with a range of multi-sensory
activities. Handwriting is faught discreetly. Teachers and support staff continue to guide
children on how to form letters correctly, using a comfortable and efficient pencil grip.
Children should now be leaving spaces between words accurately. In the Summer Term
of Year 1 we infroduce children to cursive letters and how to join them. By the end of Key
Stage 1 children will be able to write legibly, joining their letters. They will be able to use
upper and lower-case letters appropriately and correct spacing between words. We
follow the Letterjoin Handwriting scheme.

Key Stage 2

During this stage the children continue to have direct teaching and regular practice of
handwriting. We aim for them to develop a clear, fluent style and by the end of Year 6 be
able to adapt their handwriting for different purposes, such as: a neat, legible hand for
finished, presented work, a faster script for note making and the ability to print for labelling
diagrams eftc.

Children continue to be taught handwriting following the Letterjoin handwriting scheme.
This should be at least three times per week in LKS2. UKS2 teachers must provide provision
for children as required.

Provision for left-handed children

Atleast 10% of the population are left-handed, the majority of whom are boys. All teachers
are aware of the specific needs of left-handed pupils and make appropriate provision:

e paper should be positioned to the left for right handed pupils and to the right for left
handed pupils and slanted to suit the individual in either case;

e pencils should not be held too close to the point as this can interrupt pupils’ line of vision;

e pupils should be positioned so that they can place their paper to their left side;

e left-handed pupils should sit to the left of a right-handed child so that they are not
competing for space;

e extra practise with left-to-right exercises may well be necessary before pupils write left-
to-right automatically.

Teachers are aware of the fact that it is very difficult for left-handed pupils to follow
handwriting movements when a right-handed teacher models them. Teachers
demonstrate to left-handers on an individual or group basis, even if the resulting writing is
not neat.

Inclusion

Handwriting difficulties should be discussed as part of Pupil Progress Review meetings.
Teachers of children, whose handwriting is limited, by problems with fine motor skills, should
liaise with the SENDCO to develop a programme designed for the individual child. Parents
must be informed of any difficulties with fine motor control. If teachers and SLT are



concerned about a child’s progress they can be referred for an Occupational Therapy
assessment.

Assessment

Teachers will assess handwriting against the end of year Literacy expectations for their
year group. Handwriting will form part of the overall judgement as to whether the child is
working towards end of year expectations, meeting end of year expectations or working
at greater depth.

The Role of Parents/Carers

Parents/Carers are made aware of our agreed handwriting style and encouraged to
practise this with their children at home.

Review
This policy will be reviewed before the start of each new academic year.

Staff Agreed: To be finalised and agreed in September 2020
To be reviewed: September 2022



