Phonics and Early
Reading at Rosary
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A love of reading is the biggest indicator
of future academic success.

OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)




New DFE Guidance for Early Reading and Phonics

« The government published the Reading Framework last
year which dictates that phonics should be the only
approach to early reading in schools. The journey to
independent reading and writing begins with phonics.

« The framework highlights the need for a systematic,
synthetic phonics programme. This refers to a
structured, cumulative and evidence-based method of
teaching reading whereby students are taught the link
between letters and the speech sounds they represent.

« This phonics programme needs to incorporate fully
decodable books

(<4

making connections between the sounds

of our spoken words and the letters that
are used to write them down.




Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised

Our school has chosen Little Wandle Letters and Sounds
Revised as our systematic, synthetic phonics (SSP)
programme to teach early reading and spelling.
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Why Little Wandle?

» Excellent training for all staff to ensure consistency in our
approach

» Every aspect of phonics and reading is included in a
detailed, thorough and systematic approach

» Engaging resources without distracting from the learning

« Comprehensive system for identifying and supporting
children requiring extra help

» Useful support for parents:
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resourc
es/for-parents/



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Terminology

Phoneme
Grapheme

Digraph

Trigraph

LETTERS AND
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Split vowel digraph

Blend

Segment




How we teach phonics

Daily short sessions

Specific order of teaching

Sound buttons

Repeated practice




Teaching order

We usually teach four new sounds a week and have a
review lesson on a Friday. You should have received a list
of the sounds that we are learning. This will help you
with formation and pronunciation.

Phase 2 grapheme information sheet

Grapheme and mnemonic

S

Pronunclation phrase

" Show your teeth and and let the s

st out ssssss sssass

Autumn 1

Formation phrase

Under the snake's chin, slde down
and round s tal.

a
t
P

& w0

astronaut

=

penguin

Open your mouth wide and make
the ‘e’ sound at the back of your
mouthaaa

| Open your lps, put the tp of your

tongue behind your teeth and press
tee

" Bring your bps together and push

tham open and zay p p p

Around the asirenaut’s heimet, and
down 0 space.

T From the tiger’s nose 1o s ta,

then foiow the stripe across the
tgar

| Down the pengaris back, up and
head.

round &

e

> %

pull your lps back and make the T
Sound at the back of your mouth

| Open your ips a bitput your

tengue behind your teeth and
make the nnnan sound nnann

Down the Iguana's body, then draw
a dot [on the el o the 10p

T Down the sick, up and over the
et

Gradually, your child learns
the entire alphabetic code.

Reception
Autumn 1 Phase 2 graphemes New tricky words Year 1
satpinmdgockckeurhbfl is I the Autumn 1 Review tricky words Phases 2-4
: . Review Phase 3 and 4 Phases 2-4: the put® pull® full® push® to inte [ no
Phase § o of he she we me be was you they all are my by
Autumn 2 Phase 2 graphemes New tricky words lail ay play sure pure said have like 50 do some come love were
ffWss jvwxyzz quch shth ng nk put® pull* full* as and has his her go no to into she :::L?;:LM there it ane when out what says here taday
+ waords with —s (s/ added at the end (hats sits) push® he of we me be feaf ea each
+ words ending —s [z/ (his) and with —s |2/ added at the end . . . B e .
The tricky words ‘put, ‘pull, full’ and ‘push’ may not be tricky in some regional pranunciations, in which case, they should not be
(bags) ed as such.
*The tricky words “put’, ‘pull’, ‘full’ and ‘push’ may not be tricky in some regional pronunciations. in which case, they should not be
treated mu,,,:h_ pt, pull, fll pus Y Y Lo Y Autumn 2 Phase 5 graphemes New tricky words
Jrap’ 4
Jur ir bird their peaple oh your
Spring 1 Phase 3 graphemes New tricky words ligh! ie pie Mr Mes Ms ask*
ai ee igh 04 G0 00 ar or ur ow ol ear air er was you they my by all are sure pure :::::?::;:,l:“ e ;‘;:l:le‘:nﬂ;ﬂf:‘:;u:‘; xm
* words with double letters Jeal o go
* longer words lighl i tiger
. - . Jail a paper
leel e hy
Spring 2 Phase 3 graphemes No new tricky words ;:; ;_,:hm
Review Phase 3 Review all vaught so far :E::e ::\;'
* longer words, including those with double letters fool [yool we rude cute
+ words with s [z/ in the middle Tt e thase
+ waords with —es [z/ at the end Tool Iyool ew chew new
+ wards with —s {5/ and /z/ at the end leel ie shield
. lorl aw claw
P — New tricky words SThe tricky word ‘ask’ may ot be tricky in some regional pronuncations, in which case, it should not be treated as such.
Short vowels with adjacent consonants said 50 have like some come love do were here little Spring 1 Phase 5 graphemes New tricky words
+ CVCC CCVIC COVCC CCCVC CCover says there when what one out today Jeel y funay any many again

* longer words and compound words lef ea head who whole where twe
+ wards ending in suffices: Twl wh whesl school call different
—ing, —ed Jt/, —ed Jid/ fed!, —est loal oe ou toe shoulder thought through friend work

lighl y fly
Ioal v snow



Blending
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Some children learn to blend really quickly, and others take a
little longer. If your child is finding it difficult to blend, your
teacher will give you suggestions of ways to help at home.

LETTERS AND
SOUNDS

How we teach blending

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IL5YUCPyC5I

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resou
rces/for-parents/




How we teach phonics

This is an example of
what children learn in
Year 1.

Children learn that there
are graphemes that can
have different sounds...

The same sound can be
made with different letters
e.g. ee (meet), ea (peach) y
(funny) ey (money).

each [ee/
head /e/
break /ai/




How we teach phonics

By the end of Year 1, children will have learnt all
the different ways to write the phoneme ‘sh’.

shell caption
chef mansion
special passion



How we teach phonics

-



Spelling

Say the word.
Segment the sounds.
Count the sounds.
Write them down.
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This process is modelled to the children during Phonics
lessons and then they do this independently. This
strategy is encouraged when children independently
spell words in other lessons.



Tricky words

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTCO
PbtmeUA

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
resources/for-parents/




Reading

Once children have a secure knowledge of a number of
GPCs (satpin) and are confidently blending, they will be ready
for reading books.

Prior to this, they may have wordless books which develop
great language skills and teach children the layout of books
and how to handle books.




How do we teach reading in books?

Reading practice sessions are:

\

timetabled three times a week in
Reception and four times a week in
Year 1

taught by a trained teacher/teaching
assistant

taught in small groups I Lookfor Mark

Susan Frame Valeria Issa -
,/
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Letters and Sounds

| Animal Tricks:

Sticking

|



How do we teach reading in books?

The children read the same book three times in a week.

» The first time we work on decoding (sounding out) the words

* The second time we work on prosody which is reading with
expression - making the book sound more interesting with our
story-teller voice and taking note of punctuation

* The third time we look at comprehension.

We read the books three times at school because we want to

develop the fluency. The more they see words the more

they begin to read them automatically without having to

sound them out. Your child takes home a fully decodable

book.




Assessment

We use assessments every six weeks to match your
child the right level of book.

Any child who needs extra support has daily keep-
up sessions planned for them.
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Reading book at the right level

This means that your child should:

» Know all the sounds and tricky words in their
phonics book well

» Read many of the words by silent blending (in
their head) - their reading will be automatic

* Only need to stop and sound out about 5% of the
words by the time they bring the book home -
but they should be able to do this on their own.

This is what is meant by a
‘phonetically decodable’
book. It is at the right level
for your child.



Listening to your child read

* Your child should be able to read their book without
your help.

« |If they can’t read a word, remind them to segment
and blend before giving them the word.

« Talk about the book and celebrate their success.
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It is crucial that these books stay in the
children’s bags because we need access to
them during the school day.



Listening to your child read

When children take their book home to
read they should be 95% fluent.

Please do not worry that a book is too
easy - your child needs to develop fluency
and confidence in reading. Re-reading a
book they have had before helps develop
fluency - this is the goal.

Celebrate their success!
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Talk with your child as much as you can:

» Discuss vocabulary

* Make predictions

» Make inferences e.g. how is the
character feeling and why?

* Retell and summarise the story

» Ask questions to check understanding
(see the inside cover of the book)



Books going home

As well as the ‘learning to read’ (phonetically decodable)
book that your child will bring home, they will also bring
home a book for sharing with you. This book is SO
important. This is how we are going to give them the WILL
to read. Please read with your child as often as you can -
at least once a day.




Shared book

The shared book is for YOU to read:
Make the story sound as exciting as you can by changing your
voice.

Talk with your child as much as you can:

* Introduce new and exciting language

« Encourage your child to use new vocabulary
« Make up sentences together
» Find different words to use
« Describe things you see

* Make predictions



The importance of reading at home

Studies have shown that reading a book and
chatting had a positive impact a year later on
children’s ability to...

» understand words and sentences
» use a wide range of vocabulary
» develop listening comprehension skills

The amount of books children were exposed to by
age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading
ability two years later.
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Supporting your child with phonics

It is really important that you pronounce the sounds correctly at
home if you are supporting your child. These videos are on the
website for you to refer to and if you are unsure, please ask your
child’s teacher.

For parents "‘wq
. -

The resources on this page will help you support your child with saying their sounds and
wiriting their letters. There are also some useful videos so you can see how they are taught
at school and feel confident about supporting their reading at home. Find our full
Reception and Year 1 teaching programme overview here to see what your child will learn
and when

Note: Member schools wanting to share content with parents should share the link to this
page. While some of the same content appears in the Engaging parents section in the
logged in area of the website, the content on the Engaging parents page can only be
viewed by members,

Support for phonics How we teach Books coming home

These three videos show you how to pronounce the sounds. Notice how the children
don't add an 'uh’ sound at the end, so they say: 't not 'tuh’. Use the downloadable
infarmation to help your child remember how to write their letters and say their sounds.

Videos

Phase 2 sounds taught in Phase 2 sounds taught in Phase 3 sounds taught in
Reception Autumn 1 Reception Autumn 2 Reception Spring 1

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsound
s.org.uk/resources/for-parents/



Questions?

Thank you and happy reading!

@| Rosary Reading Newsletter

Issue 2 October 2021

Dear Rosary Families,

'Welcome to the second edition of the Rosary Reading Newsletter— and our first issue of
this academic yearl | hope you have had a well-deserved, restful summer break and your
child has settled back into school well

For those parents and carers new to the school, this newsletter shares updates about what
we are doing to promote a culture of reading for pleasure across Rosary school. We think it
is important that our pupils are exposed to a wide range of texts and different authors.

This exciting letter will provide you with suggestions of high quality fiction and non-fiction
texts which are appropriate for your child’s age group. It will outline reading events taking
place both in and out of school, and will give suggestions on how to engage and support
your child with reading! There will also be an “Author Spotlight' section to help expose
children to different authors. This issue, we have a very special, personalised message
from Nizrana Farook!

I hope that you find this newsletter helpful in supporting your child on their reading journey.
1 would love any feedback. Thank you for your continued support.

Happy Reading!

Miss Duncan (Literacy Lead and Year 1/2 Class Teacher)

Improve their
comprehension
skills

Escape to
another world!
Develop their
reading and
/ writing skills

Develop their general
l— knowledge

Children
who enjoy

Have a stronger
vocabulary

reading...

| Develop their

wding of
Are more sel
confident readers

Develop empathy
skills

different cultures

A reminder that there are two
issues of the Rosary Reading
Newsletter available on our
school website in the Literacy
area.

One of the greatest gifts adults can

give is to read to children

Carl Sagan

We're Going to Find the Monster! By Malorie Blackman and
lllustrated by Dapo Adeola

This highly anticipated book was mentioned in the last Reading
Newsletter. It has finally been published! Written by Malorie
Blackman (the “Author Spotlight' in the previous newsletter), this
book focuses on two adventurers as their imaginations transform
their house into a wild wonderiand - and their big brother
becomes a mighty monster!

This wonderful book is brought to life with stunning
illustrations by prize -winning Dapo Adeola. It is a joy to read-
aloud with its cumulative refrain, and is full of funny,
relatable characters. This book is a contemporary
celebration of creativity, fantasy and family.

10 Silly Children by Jon Lander

The author of this book would like you to be sensible and not
open its fold-out pages, unless you're ready for silly behaviour of
the highest order. Still, can you resist taking a peek? If you fold
out the pages, be prepared to find chaotic mud baths, frogspawn
on toast and even some giant kid_eaing plants!

This lift-the-flap fun and joyous story celebrates all things

y and is the perfect way to teach children their first ten
numbers!

The Rapping Princess by Hannah Lee and lllustrated by
Allen Fatimaharan

Shiloh is a princess and has everything a princess could possibly
want —a huge castle to live in, a swimming pool, and even a
magic mirror. But there’s one thing she doesn't have: a singing
voice.

This charming book is all about standing out and accepting
your uniqueness. Bursting with energy and joy, it is the
perfect story to read (or rap) aloud with your child.
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Fothan Woolfrin

Three Little Vikings by Bethan Woollvin

Once upon a time in a Viking village, everything seems fo be
going wrong. Chickens are disappearing, trees are falling down,
and there's lots and lots of crashing and bashing. The silly
Chieftain won't listen to the three littiest Vikings, but can they
work together to solve the mystery and save the day?

This is a tale all about cooperation, bravery and getting your
voice heard!

The True Story of The Three Little Pigs! By Jon Scieszka and
lustrated by Lane Smith

'What really happened to the three litle pigs and the big bad wolf?
Find out the truth in this hilarious picture book— a fairytale with a
twist! In revelatory newspaper style, this brilliant picture book
‘exposes the truth about the three little porkers, and one A. Wolf.

Key Stage 1 have been looking at different fairy tales this
half term and so this brilliantly inventive and very funny

book would be a perfect read for children in Year 1 and 2. It
is one of Miss Duncan's favourites!

The Naughtiest Unicorn by Pip Bird and lllustrated by David
O'Conell

Mira has often dreamt of the day she'll go through the Magic Portal to
Unicomn School. She has imagined being paired with Princess Delilah
Sparklehoof as her unicom best friend and so is shocked to be
pannerad with Dave!

Hilarious black-and-white i this

fantasy adventure. Featuring unicorns of many colours, as well as
tons of glitter, lots of rainbows and plenty of farting and poo, there
are also underlying themes of diversity, inclusion and positivity.

Marge in Charge by Isla Fisher and lllustrated by Eglantine
Ceulemans

Mest Marge, the mischisvous babysitter with rainbow hair whe loves to
make a mess and bend the rules! At dinnertime, Chef Marge cooks up
chocolate soup. Tt school. Marge the Muscian conducts a chactic
concert in the playground!

In this hilarious story, Jake and Jemima have brilliant fun with
their new babysitter, but will they manage to tick off all the jobs on
Mummy's list?

Mr Big by Ed Vers

Mr Big is strong, Mr Big is tough, Mr Bigis . .. well . . . BIG!
He has just one small problem - because of the way he looks. he just
can't get people to stick around. How can he show them that although
he may look a litfle scary, he is just a great big softy inside?

With beautifully colourful ilustrations and graphic simpiicity, Ed Vere
sensitively and humorously tackles the universal and curent subject of
inclusion, feaching children that you need to look beyond the exterior in
order to get to know someone.




