
Phonics and Early 

Reading at Rosary





New DFE Guidance for Early Reading and Phonics

• The government published the Reading Framework last 

year which dictates that phonics should be the only 

approach to early reading in schools. The journey to 

independent reading and writing begins with phonics.

• The framework highlights the need for a systematic, 

synthetic phonics programme. This refers to a 

structured, cumulative and evidence-based method of 

teaching reading whereby students are taught the link 

between letters and the speech sounds they represent.

• This phonics programme needs to incorporate fully 

decodable books



Our school has chosen Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 

Revised as our systematic, synthetic phonics (SSP) 

programme to teach early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised

Why Little Wandle?  

• Excellent training for all staff to ensure consistency in our 

approach

• Every aspect of phonics and reading is included in a 

detailed, thorough and systematic approach

• Engaging resources without distracting from the learning

• Comprehensive system for identifying and supporting 

children requiring extra help 

• Useful support for parents: 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resourc

es/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Terminology



How we teach phonics

Daily short sessions 

Specific order of teaching

Repeated practice

Sound buttons



Teaching order

We usually teach four new sounds a week and have a 

review lesson on a Friday. You should have received a list 

of the sounds that we are learning. This will help you 

with formation and pronunciation.  

Gradually, your child learns 

the entire alphabetic code.



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resou

rces/for-parents/

Blending

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IL5YUCPyC5I

Some children learn to blend really quickly, and others take a 

little longer. If your child is finding it difficult to blend, your 

teacher will give you suggestions of ways to help at home.



How we teach phonics

This is an example of 

what children learn in 

Year 1. 

Children learn that there 

are graphemes that can 

have different sounds…

The same sound can be 

made with different letters

e.g. ee (meet), ea (peach) y 

(funny) ey (money). 



How we teach phonics

By the end of Year 1, children will have learnt all 

the different ways to write the phoneme ‘sh’. 



How we teach phonics



Spelling

1. Say the word.

2. Segment the sounds.

3. Count the sounds.

4. Write them down.

This process is modelled to the children during Phonics 

lessons and then they do this independently. This 

strategy is encouraged when children independently 

spell words in other lessons.



Tricky words

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/

resources/for-parents/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTC0

PbtmeUA



Reading
Once children have a secure knowledge of a number of

GPCs (satpin) and are confidently blending, they will be ready 

for reading books.

Prior to this, they may have wordless books which develop

great language skills and teach children the layout of books

and how to handle books.



How do we teach reading in books?

Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week in 

Reception and four times a week in 

Year 1

• taught by a trained teacher/teaching 

assistant

• taught in small groups



How do we teach reading in books?

The children read the same book three times in a week. 

• The first time we work on decoding (sounding out) the words

• The second time we work on prosody which is reading with 

expression – making the book sound more interesting with our 

story-teller voice and taking note of punctuation

• The third time we look at comprehension.

We read the books three times at school because we want to 

develop the fluency. The more they see words the more 

they begin to read them automatically without having to 

sound them out. Your child takes home a fully decodable 

book.



Assessment

We use assessments every six weeks to match your 

child the right level of book.

Any child who needs extra support has daily keep-

up sessions planned for them.



Reading book at the right level

This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in their 

phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent blending (in 

their head) – their reading will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 5% of the 

words by the time they bring the book home –

but they should be able to do this on their own.

This is what is meant by a 

‘phonetically decodable’ 

book. It is at the right level 

for your child.



Listening to your child read

• Your child should be able to read their book without 

your help.

• If they can’t read a word, remind them to segment 

and blend before giving them the word.

• Talk about the book and celebrate their success.

It is crucial that these books stay in the 

children’s bags because we need access to 

them during the school day.



Listening to your child read

When children take their book home to 

read they should be 95% fluent.

Please do not worry that a book is too 

easy – your child needs to develop fluency 

and confidence in reading.  Re-reading a 

book they have had before helps develop 

fluency – this is the goal.

Celebrate their success!

Talk with your child as much as you can:

• Discuss vocabulary 

• Make predictions 

• Make inferences e.g. how is the 

character feeling and why?

• Retell and summarise the story 

• Ask questions to check understanding 

(see the inside cover of the book)



Books going home

As well as the ‘learning to read’ (phonetically decodable) 

book that your child will bring home, they will also bring 

home a book for sharing with you. This book is SO 

important. This is how we are going to give them the WILL 

to read. Please read with your child as often as you can –

at least once a day.



Shared book

The shared book is for YOU to read:

Make the story sound as exciting as you can by changing your 

voice.

Talk with your child as much as you can:

• Introduce new and exciting language

• Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

• Make up sentences together

• Find different words to use

• Describe things you see

• Make predictions



The importance of reading at home

Studies have shown that reading a book and 

chatting had a positive impact a year later on 

children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills

The amount of books children were exposed to by 

age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 

ability two years later.



Supporting your child with phonics
It is really important that you pronounce the sounds correctly at 

home if you are supporting your child. These videos are on the 

website for you to refer to and if you are unsure, please ask your 

child’s teacher.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsound

s.org.uk/resources/for-parents/



Questions?

Thank you and happy reading!

A reminder that there are two 

issues of the Rosary Reading 

Newsletter available on our 

school website in the Literacy 

area.


