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Dear Rosary Families,

Welcome to the fourth edition of the Rosary Reading Newsletter! | hope you have had a
wonderful term and enjoy a well-deserved break over the Summer holiday! This edition
includes suggested websites and competitions to help support your child with their reading
over summer!

For those parents and carers new to the school, this newsletter shares updates about what
we are doing to promote a culture of reading for pleasure across Rosary school. We think it
is important that our pupils are exposed to a wide range of texts and different authors.

This exciting letter will provide you with suggestions of high quality fiction and non-fiction
texts which are appropriate for your child’s age group. It will outline reading events taking
place both in and out of school, and will give suggestions on how to engage and support
your child with reading! There will also be an ‘Author Spotlight’ section to help expose
children to different authors. This issue, we have a very special, personalised message
from Katherine Rundell! | hope that you find this newsletter helpful in supporting your child
on their reading journey. | would love any feedback. Thank you for your continued support.

Happy Reading and | look forward to seeing you all back at school in September!

Miss Duncan (Literacy Lead and Year 1/2 Class Teacher)
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Summer Reading

Another school year has ended, but that does not mean that your children
should stop reading and writing. Research shows the importance of
children reading at home. A summer away from school should not be a
summer away from reading! Encourage your children to read over the
holiday—it’s one of the most loving things you can do for them!

The next page includes competitions and suggested websites to support
your child with their reading. Here are some other suggestions that might
help:

1. The summer holiday can be a great opportunity to read with your
children. Children can learn a lot from being read to. Even if they can read
by themselves, take turns reading to each other, and be sure to talk about what
you are reading. Ask questions, answer questions, explore the ideas together, but
read.

2. As children get older, help them find books, magazines, or newspaper
articles that they would enjoy reading—and you read to them, too (trips to the
library together are a great idea for finding such material). The Summer Reading
Challenge will involve visits to the library (more information about this can
be found later in this newsletter)! Of course, use the suggestions in this
newsletter to help you with your selections, too!

3. Talk to your children about what they are reading. Ask them questions
such as what happened in the story or what might happen next. This builds
summarisation and recall skills, and your interest can help increase their interest.

4. Create a summer reading nook or spot in your home. Make sure

there is good light and comfortable seating and try to set aside one TV/video-
game-free night per week for family reading. Reading night can be a special
snack night, too! There is nothing better than reading with a big bowl of popcorn!

5. If you are taking a trip this summer, have a look at any brochures and
maps and have your children read them aloud with you.

6. Don’t ignore the value of graphic
novels or non-fiction texts! These
are great ways to encourage reluctant
readers and you may find that your
child realises they prefer these
genres.




Summer Reading: Helpful websites

To keep your child reading over the summer break, here is a
list of suggested websites that include competitions and
reading lists!

Books for Topics Summer Reading Bingo! Visit the following
website to download the Bingo cards and follow the instructions to
play! | highly recommend this activity as it will encourage your
child to read while playing a game!

Summer Reading Challenge! Children have been introduced
to this challenge at school. This competition launched across
Camden Libraries on Saturday 16th of July and ends on Saturday
3rd of September. This year’s theme will be Gadgeteers! The
Challenge encourages children aged 4 to 11 to

keep reading during the summer holidays. If they finish the
challenge, they will receive a certificate! More information can be
found at the website:

The Week Junior Summer of Reading Challenge! Visit the
following website for more details:

Camden Libraries’ Events! The Camden Libraries newsletter
is attached to the Parent Hub message. They have many exciting
events happening over summer to encourage children to read
(including the Summer Reading Challenge!) They also have story
time in different languages as well as craft activities over summer.

Summer of Reading Resources! Visit this link for more
information:



https://www.booksfortopics.com/bingo
https://www.booksfortopics.com/bingo
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
https://theweekjunior.co.uk/summerofreading
https://theweekjunior.co.uk/summerofreading
https://readingagency.org.uk/news/blog/summer-of-reading-resources.html
https://readingagency.org.uk/news/blog/summer-of-reading-resources.html

June The Hall Partnership Reading Competition (Years 4-6)

2022 Some of our Rosary children participated in the Camden
Reading Competition organised by The Hall school. Rosary
took 1st place for Yr6 (Sonny), Yr5 (Layla) and Yr4 (Teliyah)
and won the overall Mercer’s Cup! A big thank you to the
runners up, (Alex, Max and Abbie) and Mrs Palmer, who

coached and supported our finalists. Please check our
website where you can read more about the competition
and view more photos. Well done Rosary Stars—we are

very proud of you!

Summer Children’s Comic Competition at the Foundling
2022 Museum

The Foundling Museum are launching a Children’s Comic
Competition! All the information about this exciting
competition can be found here:

Entries should be submitted
to learning@foundlingmuseum.org.uk



https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/event/childrens-comic-competition/
https://foundlingmuseum.org.uk/event/childrens-comic-competition/

Author Spotlight: Katherine Rundell

book ‘The Wolf Wilder’!

Katherine Rundell spent her childhood in Africa and Europe. After
completing a degree in English and a doctorate on John Donne, she is
now a full-time writer and a Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, where she
studies Renaissance literature and climbs old buildings at night! Katherine
is the bestselling author of “The Wolf Wilder’ and ‘Rooftoppers’, which won
the Waterstones Children's Book Prize and the Blue Peter Book Award
and was shortlisted for many others. Miss Duncan especially loved her

When | contacted Katherine Rundell about our Rosary Reading
Newsletter, she was kind enough to write a message ESPECIALLY TO
OUR SCHOOL! Have a read of our personalised message below! |
especially love her final ine—remember, we can all find book gold!

Hello! | hope you're finding something
wonderful to read this term. | really do
believe that books are the best
possible way to go on an adventure
when we can’'t move around much:
with every book, your imagination gets
tougher and bolder, and you get a little
sharper and swifter, and the world gets
a little larger. | think reading and
exploring are, really, often two words
for the same thing - a way to unlock
the world.

Recently, I've loved the High Rise
Mystery by Sharna Jackson, and the
Dragon Mountain series by Kevin and

Katie Tsang, and anything by Elle

McNicoll: but there are so many
fantastic books out there to discover. |
hope you go hunting for them, and |
hope you find book gold X
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KATHERINE RUNDELL

‘Extraordinary’




Maudie Smit

My Must-Have Mum by Maudie Smith and Jen Khatun

This colourful picturebook tells us from Jake’s perspective about his
creative, recycling, wheelchair-using Mum, who sees the potential in
everything whether from a skip or an antique shop. She upcycles
her finds to make new things for their home and garden as well as to
beautify their community. Sometimes, his Mum’s constant remaking
of things causes Jake to worry, but he is soon reassured by his Mum
who will always love him however he changes.

This large, hardback picture book with wonderfully colourful
illustrations provides a reassuring message about how change
and growth are to be embraced.
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Fair Shares by Pippa Goodheart and Anna Doherty

When Bear and Hare try to reach some juicy pears, they realise they
need some help. Hare finds three chairs but is it fair that Hare has
two chairs and Bear only one? When they have the same, Hare still
can’t reach the pears! So a little friend teaches them that fair isn’t
always everyone getting the same thing....with hilarious results!

A beautifully simple picture book that considers, what is fair?
The answer is not always as simple as you’d think!

™ Kén W,lson -Max

AS' TRO GIRL

Astro Girl by Ken Wilson-Max

Astrid has always loved the stars and space. "l want to be an
astronaut!" she says. While Mama is away, Papa and Astrid have
fun acting out the challenges an astronaut faces on a space mission
- eating food from a tube, doing science experiments, living and
sleeping in near-zero gravity. Astrid can do it all! Then it's time to
meet Mama at the airbase. But where has Mama been?

This gorgeously illustrated and beautifully paced story is both
empowering and heartwarming, with a wonderful surprise at
the end!
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Kind by Alison Green and lllustrated by Axel Scheffler

Imagine a world where everyone is kind - how can we make that
come true?

With gorgeous pictures by a host of the world's top
illustrators, ‘Kind’ is a timely, inspiring picture book.

This wonderful book focuses on the many ways children can be
kind, from sharing their toys and games to helping those from
other countries feel welcome.




THE SMART COOKIE

The Smart Cookie by Jory John and Pete Oswald

This cookie has never felt like a smart cookie no matter how hard
she tries, especially in comparison to all the clever cupcakes and
brilliant rolls in the bakery. Will a dash of creativity and a sprinkle of

| confidence be enough to help her learn that perfect scores and

having all the answers aren’t the only ingredients for intelligence?

In this book, Jory John and Pete Oswald serve up another
heaping plate of laughs and lessons with this empowering,
witty, and charming addition to their #1 New York

Times bestselling series!

Investigators by John Patrick Green

They're Alligators — and Investigators! Mango and Brash are the
InvestiGators: sewer-loving agents of S.U.I.T. and scourge of
supervillains everywhere! With their Very Exciting Spy Technology
and their tried-and-true, toilet-based travel techniques, the
InvestiGators are undercover and on the case! And on their first
mission together, they have not one but two mysteries to solve!

Written and illustrated in full colour, this laugh-out-loud series
is perfect for emerging readers and fans of Dav Pilkey’s ‘Dog
Man.’

Wigglesbottom Primary: The Classroom Cat by Pamela
Butchart and lllustrated by Becka Moor

Is the Classroom Cat trying to tell them something! YES! Can eating
a puddle crisp make you ill? YES! Can Class 2R cure PUDDLE-
POX?YES! Is Imaginary Margaret a bit of a prankster? YES! So
what are Class 2R going to do about it all? HAVE A LOT OF FUN!

Lively two-colour illustrations bring these hilarious early
readers to life and perfectly bridge the gap between picture
books and chapter books.

Bumble and Snug and the Angry Pirates by Mark Bradley

Bumble and Snug are going on a big adventure to ... have a picnic!
But when they accidentally get lost, they're both cross - is their
adventure ruined?

Working together to find their way home, Bumble and Snug come
across a pirate treasure horde. But taking treasure that isn't yours is
a good way to get into trouble, and sure enough some VERY angry
pirates aren't far behind.

This is a story about being cross and knowing how to listen,
friendship and sandcastles, and one GIANT octopus!




A HEART-WRRMING STORY OF OnE BOY'S
EXPERYENCE OF LOCKDOWW.

Max Counts to a Million by Jeremy Williams
Sometimes, just keeping on going makes you a hero.

Eight-year-old Max is counting to a million. Normally, school or

having anything interesting to do would get in the way, but school is shut and
everyone has to stay home because the UK is in its first lockdown. Max's dad
works at the hospital and counting helps Max with missing him, but as the
pandemic progresses and Max's grandad journeys through his own battle with
the virus, what starts as a distraction turns into record-breaking effort that brings
Max's community together.

Suitable for readers aged 7 up, this funny, uplifting story reflects the
experiences shared by so many during the Covid pandemic and celebrates
how ordinary people accomplish epic things.

The Highland Falcon Thief by M. G. Leonard and Sam Sedgman. lllustrated
by Elisa Paganelli

Harrison Beck and his Uncle Nat are enjoying the final journey of the Highland
Falcon, Britain's most famous steam train. But when a precious jewel goes
missing, Harrison and his new friend Lenny find themselves at the centre of the
investigation. Can they solve the mystery and catch the culprit before they reach
the end of the line?

Hear whispers in the dining car, find notes in the library and unknown passengers
among the luggage, as you help Harrison solve the mystery aboard one of the
world's grandest trains!

The Highland Falcon Thief can be read as a stand-alone novel, or enjoyed as
part of the Adventures on Trains series.
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Peanut Jones and the lllustrated City by Rod Biddulph

Drawing feels like magic to Peanut Jones. But art can't fix her problems. Her dad
has gone missing, and she's stuck in a boring new school. Until the day she finds
a unique pencil turbo-charged with special powers. Suddenly she's pulled into a
world packed with more colour, creativity, excitement and danger than she could
ever have imagined. Maybe, just maybe, she might find out what happened to her
dad.

Superstar, author and illustrator Rob Biddulph dazzles in Peanut Jones and
the lllustrated City, the first title in an adventure series for children aged 8
and above. This exciting and funny book is from the bestselling creative
genius behind #DrawWithRob (many children watched his videos over
Lockdown) and is illustrated in black and white throughout.

Sky by Holly Webb

Staying with her grandparents in the Scottish Highlands, Lara is fascinated by the
rare white snowy owl her grandad has spotted flying nearby. When she follows
the beautiful bird into the woods, it leads her on a magical adventure...

An enchanting and magical time-slip adventure from best-selling author
Holly Webb. Miss Duncan recommends this to any fans of Michael
Morpurgo.
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Katherine Rundell

BLOOMSAURS

The Wolf Wilder by Katherine Rundell

Feodora and her mother live in the snowbound woods of Russia, in a house full of
food and fireplaces. Ten minutes away, in a ruined chapel, lives a pack of wolves.
Feodora's mother is a wolf wilder, and Feo is a wolf wilder in training.

When the murderous hostility of the Russian Army threatens her very existence, Feo
is left with no option but to go on the run. What follows is a story of revolution and
adventure, about standing up for the things you love and fighting back. And, of
course, wolves.

This is a story of revolution and adventure, about standing up for the things
you love and fighting back. And, of course, wolves.

Written by this issue’s ‘Author Spotlight,” Katherine Rundell, Miss Duncan
could not put this book down!
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Pony by R J Palacio

This is recommended for children aged 12 and over. | have included this for
any enthusiastic, confident readers who want a suggested read for their
first year in secondary school!

When Silas Bird wakes in the dead of night, he watches powerlessly as three
strangers take his father away. Silas is left shaken, scared and alone, except for the
presence of his companion, Mittenwool . . . who happens to be a ghost. But then a
mysterious pony shows up at his door, and Silas knows what he has to do. So begins
a perilous journey to find his father - a journey that will connect him with his past, his
future, and the unknowable world around him.

This book is written by the author of the award winning book, ‘Wonder.’ If you
enjoyed this story, you will hopefully also love this beautiful book about love
and courage. Miss Duncan is currently reading and loving this book!

Skander and the Unicorn Thief by A F Steadman

Thirteen-year-old Skandar Smith has only ever wanted to be a unicorn rider. To be
one of the lucky few selected to hatch a unicorn. To bond with it for life; to train
together and race for glory; to be a hero.

But just as Skandar's dream is about to come true, things start to take a more
dangerous turn than he could ever have imagined. A dark and twisted enemy has
stolen the Island's most powerful unicorn - and as the threat grows ever closer,
Skandar discovers a secret that could blow apart his world forever...

Get ready for unlikely heroes, elemental magic, sky battles, ancient secrets,
nail-biting races and ferocious unicorns, in this epic adventure series that will
have your heart soaring.

Miss Duncan recommends this particularly to any children who love Harry
Potter, Percy Jackson or other fantasy stories!

Spark by Mitch Johnson

Ash lives in Last Village in a world where the sun is burning up and there is very
little water. One day, the pool of water that the village does have begins drying
up. Then, everyone living in the village vanishes except Ash and a strange
newcomer called Bronwyn. Together they decide to travel North, to the fabled
Kingdom where, legends say, there is water aplenty and an idyllic life. They
move through a world that is savage with the burning sun and the few people that
remain. Only the strongest can survive.

This book reminds readers to look after the planet and to think of future
generations.




When | Grow Up
| WANT TO PLAY..
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When | Grow Up, | Want to Play... by Rosamud Lloyd and lllustrated
by Richard Merritt
Recommended age: 3+ (EYFS)

This fun, dynamic book introduces children to the world of competitive
sports! It covers some of the world's most popular games, including
football, tennis and volleyball.

Packed with action flaps and simple facts, this book is perfect for
curious minds.

clouds, cjimate.
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What’s the Weather? Clouds, Climate and Global Warming by Fraser
Ralston and Judith Ralston

Recommended age: 6+ (KS1)

Ever wondered what causes thunderstorms, how snowflakes form, or why
our climate is changing? Get all the answers to these questions and more
in this children's book about the weather!

Children in Years 1 and 2 may particularly enjoy this, having studied
their ‘Whatever the Weather’ topic this year!

The Extraordinary World of Birds by David Lindo & Claire McElfatrick
Recommended age: 7+ (LKS2)

Parrots, hummingbirds, eagles and more, swoop across the pages of this
colorful bird book, featuring illustrations and photographs to immerse
young nature enthusiasts in the extraordinary world of

birds.

Discover the surprising homes, relationships, and habitats of our feathered
friends, and learn about how we can protect the wonderful bird world.

The Extraordinary World of Birds is the most recent title in the
breathtaking series that contains The Magic and Mystery of Trees,
The Book of Brilliant Bugs, and Earth's Incredible Oceans.
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Space Maps by Lara Albanese and lllustrated by Tommaso Vidus Rosin
Recommended age: 9+ (LKS2 and UKS2)

Do you want to go on a journey through space? Then all you have to do is
look up at the night sky. What can you see?

This super-sized book of maps takes you on a space adventure from the
stars to the solar system, and far beyond!

Marvel at the constellations, and learn what their names and patterns
mean to different cultures. Then venture further out, past what the naked
eye can see, and hop from planet to planet to explore Earth s celestial
neighbours. Discover how humans have used rockets, probes and
telescopes to explore space - and even stop off at the International Space
Station to visit the scientists working there!

These Space Maps will take you on a tour through the universe, with
its 24 maps, stunning illustrations and amazing facts.




