
Rosary Reading Newsletter  

Dear Rosary Families, 

Welcome to the second edition of the Rosary Reading Newsletterï and our first issue of 
this academic year! I hope you have had a well-deserved, restful summer break and your 
child has settled back into school well.  

For those parents and carers new to the school, this newsletter shares updates about what 
we are doing to promote a culture of reading for pleasure across Rosary school. We think it 
is important that our pupils are exposed to a wide range of texts and different authors.  
This exciting letter will provide you with suggestions of high quality fiction and non-fiction 
texts which are appropriate for your childôs age group. It will outline reading events taking 
place both in and out of school, and will give suggestions on how to engage and support 
your child with reading! There will also be an óAuthor Spotlightô section to help expose 
children to different authors. This issue, we have a very special, personalised message 
from Nizrana Farook! 
I hope that you find this newsletter helpful in supporting your child on their reading journey. 
I would love any feedback. Thank you for your continued support. 

Happy Reading! 

Miss Duncan (Literacy Lead and Year 1/2 Class Teacher)  
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Reading at Rosary  

New Phonics programme: Little 
Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised  
We will have a Parent Workshop later 

this term to discuss our revised 

approach to phonics in detail. 

Year 1 

There are two types of reading book 

that your child may bring home: 

1. A reading practice book. This will be at the 

correct phonic stage for your child. They should be 

able to read this fluently and independently. If your 

child is reading it with little help, please donôt worry 

that itôs too easy ï your child needs to develop fluency 

and confidence in reading.  Remember to give them 

lots of praise ï celebrate their success! If they canôt 

read a word, read it to them. After they have finished, 

talk about the book together.  

2. A sharing book. Please remember that you 

shouldnôt expect your child to read this alone. Read it 

to or with them. Discuss the pictures, enjoy the story, 

predict what might happen next, use different voices 

for the characters, explore the facts in a non-fiction 

book. The main thing is that you have fun! 

Year 2 

When your children are fully secure with all phonic 

phases and can read these books fluently, they will be 

moved onto levelled books. Year 2 children will 

change their reading books once a week. They will 

have between 1 and 5 books depending on the level 

of text and their individual needs. This enables them 

to read, re read and enjoy their books for the whole 

week.  

 

Explore the Little Wandle resources for parents:  

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/

resources/for-parents/  

Daily Reading Practice  
Children in Key Stage 1 read every day with 

an adult. These reading sessions take place 

at 9am, focusing on decoding, prosody and 

comprehension skills. It is vital that your child 

arrives at school on time so that they do not 

miss out on this key learning! 

Rosary Reader  
In Key Stage 2, children participate in whole 

class reading lessons. These sessions focus 

on teaching different reading skills e.g. 

inference, clarifying, questioning and 

predicting. These lessons take place every 

morning and aim to equip children with a 

ótoolboxô to understand what they are reading.  

Reading at home  
Although your child will be taught to read at 

school, you can have a huge impact on their 

reading journey by continuing their practice at 

home. Children are expected to read at home 

for 10-15 minutes every day- this needs to be 

recorded in their home reading diary which must 

be brought into school every day in their book 

bag. Please ensure that your child brings their 

book bag to school every day.  

Bug Club is an online reading scheme which 

all children have access to. Please feel free to 

explore these texts in addition to the books sent 

home with your child.  

 



Author Spotlight: Nizrana Farook  
Nizrana Farook was born and raised in Sri Lanka, and the beautiful landscapes of her home country 

play a huge role in her story writing. She has a masterôs degree in writing for young people. Her 

debut childrenôs book, óThe Girl Who Stole an Elephantô was Waterstones Childrenôs Book of the 

Month for January 2020 and was shortlisted for the inaugural Joan Aiken Future Classics prize. Miss 

Duncan loved this book and will give you more clues about the storyline in the óRecommended 

Readsô section of this newsletter!  

When Miss Duncan contacted Nizrana Farook about our Rosary Reading Newsletter, she was 

kind enough to write a letter ESPECIALLY TO OUR SCHOOL! Have a read of our personalised 

message below (she gives some of her recommended reads, too)! 



 Exciting competitions, dates and events!  
7.10.21 

 

 

 

 

 

National Poetry Day 

National Poetry Day generates an explosion of activity nationwide! Thousands of amazing 

events take place across the UK, including  in schools, libraries, bookshops, hospitals, on 

buses, trains and boats ï all celebrating poetryôs power to bring people together. The 

2021 theme is óEnjoy, Discover, Shareô. Teachers will be marking the day with their 

classes by sharing and discussing poetry. 

There are many resources on the National Poetry Day website: 

www.nationalpoetryday.co.uk if you would like to celebrate at home!  

October Black History Month 

At Rosary, we celebrate difference. Teachers look at Black history not just as something 

to be celebrated in one month, but as something that is embedded throughout the year. 

Through storytelling and discussions of real life events, we aim to ensure our children are 

exposed to a diverse and representative curriculum. Black History Month gives everyone 

the opportunity to share, celebrate and understand the positive impact of Black heritage 

and culture. Therefore, especially during October, we ensure that we focus on this 

important area of history. This month, our Humanities Lead, Miss OôToole, has arranged 

for all of our children to focus on an area of Black history. EYFS will discuss the 

importance of treating people fairly and celebrating difference. Key Stage 1 will learn 

about some of the key individuals in Black history and focus on the importance of 

representation. Key Stage 2 will learn about civil rights, the Windrush generation and the 

Black Lives Matter movement.  

 

11.11.21  Book Fair 

After a hugely successful visit in June, the Book Fair will be returning on Thursday 11
th
 

November 2021!  There will be many books available, including some of the titles 
recommended in this newsletter! The last Book Fair raised over Ã400 for our school and 
has allowed us to replenish our book selection! We would love to make even more money 
this time to continue to add to our book collection! A Parent Hub for letter will be sent out 
nearer the time with more details.  

 

November  

Blue Peter Book Awards AND Costa Book Awards- Shortlist 

announced!   

Since 2000, the enormously popular and influential Blue Peter Book Awards have been 

recognising and celebrating the best authors, the most creative illustrators and the 

greatest reads for children. As well as these awards, the Costa Book Awards honours 

books written by authors based in the UK and Ireland. There are five categories: First 

Novel, Novel, Biography, Poetry and Children's Book, with one of the five winners chosen 

as Book of the Year. The winner is announced every January! Teachers will be 

discussing some of the texts shortlisted for both these awards, which are announced in 

November. These titles are sure to be fantastic reads!  



Recommended Reads for EYFS (Nursery and 
Reception)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weôre Going to Find the Monster! By Malorie Blackman and 

Illustrated by Dapo Adeola  

This highly anticipated book was mentioned in the last Reading 

Newsletter. It has finally been published! Written by Malorie 

Blackman (the óAuthor Spotlightô in the previous newsletter), this 

book focuses on two adventurers as their imaginations transform 

their house into a wild wonderland - and their big brother 

becomes a mighty monster! 

This wonderful book is brought to life with stunning 
illustrations by prize-winning Dapo Adeola. It is a joy to read-
aloud with its cumulative refrain, and is full of funny, 
relatable characters. This book is a contemporary 
celebration of creativity, fantasy and family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 Silly Children by Jon Lander  

The author of this book would like you to be sensible and not 

open its fold-out pages, unless youôre ready for silly behaviour of 

the highest order. Still, can you resist taking a peek? If you fold 

out the pages, be prepared to find chaotic mud baths, frogspawn 

on toast and even some giant kid-eating plants!  

This lift-the-flap fun and joyous story celebrates all things 
silly and is the perfect way to teach children their first ten 
numbers! 

 

 

The Rapping Princess by Hannah Lee and Illustrated by 

Allen Fatimaharan 

Shiloh is a princess and has everything a princess could possibly 

want ï a huge castle to live in, a swimming pool, and even a 

magic mirror. But thereôs one thing she doesnôt have: a singing 

voice. 

This charming book is all about standing out and accepting 
your uniqueness. Bursting with energy and joy, it is the 
perfect story to read (or rap) aloud with your child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three Little Vikings by Bethan Woollvin  

Once upon a time in a Viking village, everything seems to be 

going wrong. Chickens are disappearing, trees are falling down, 

and there's lots and lots of crashing and bashing. The silly 

Chieftain won't listen to the three littlest Vikings, but can they 

work together to solve the mystery and save the day? 

 

This is a tale all about cooperation, bravery and getting your 
voice heard!  

 

 



Recommended Reads for KS1 (Years 1 and 2)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The True Story of The Three Little Pigs! By  Jon Scieszka and 
Illustrated by Lane Smith 
 
What really happened to the three little pigs and the big bad wolf? 
Find out the truth in this hilarious picture bookï a fairytale with a 
twist! In revelatory newspaper style, this brilliant picture book 
exposes the truth about the three little porkers, and one A. Wolf.  

Key Stage 1 have been looking at different fairy tales this 

half term and so this brilliantly inventive and very funny 

book would be a perfect read for children in Year 1 and 2. It 

is one of Miss Duncanôs favourites!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Naughtiest Unicorn by Pip Bird and Illustrated by David 

OôConell 

Mira has often dreamt of the day sheôll go through the Magic Portal to 

Unicorn School. She has imagined being paired with Princess Delilah 

Sparklehoof as her unicorn best friend and so is shocked to be 

partnered with Dave!  

Hilarious black-and-white illustrations complement this humorous 

fantasy adventure. Featuring unicorns of many colours, as well as 

tons of glitter, lots of rainbows and plenty of farting and poo, there 

are also underlying themes of diversity, inclusion and positivity. 

 

 

Marge in Charge by Isla Fisher and Illustrated by Eglantine 

Ceulemans   

 

Meet Marge, the mischievous babysitter with rainbow hair who loves to 

make a mess and bend the rules! At dinnertime, Chef Marge cooks up 

chocolate soup. Tt school, Marge the Muscian conducts a chaotic 

concert in the playground! 

 

In this hilarious story, Jake and Jemima have brilliant fun with 

their new babysitter, but will they manage to tick off all the jobs on 

Mummy's list?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Big by Ed Vere   

 

Mr Big is strong, Mr Big is tough, Mr Big is . . . well . . . BIG! 

He has just one small problem - because of the way he looks, he just 

can't get people to stick around. How can he show them that although 

he may look a little scary, he is just a great big softy inside? 

 

With beautifully colourful illustrations and graphic simplicity, Ed Vere 

sensitively and humorously tackles the universal and current subject of 

inclusion, teaching children that you need to look beyond the exterior in 

order to get to know someone.   



Recommended Reads for LKS2 (Years 3 and 4)  
 

 

 

The Girl Who Stole an Elephant by Nizrana Farook  

Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a 

gorgeous elephant on a noisy, fraught, joyous adventure through the 

jungle where revolution is stirring and leeches lurk. Will stealing the 

queen's jewels be the beginning or the end of everything for the 

intrepid gang?   

With themes of morality, friendship, teamwork and loyalty, this 

book is perfect for children in Year 3 and 4! 

             

          This coming-ofï age adventure is written by this issueôs óAuthor 

Spotlightô: Nizrana Farook. It is one of Miss Duncanôs favourite reads of 

2021 so far!                     

 Kai and the Monkey King by Joe Todd Stanton  

Winner of the 2018 Waterstones Children's Book Prize 

When Kai grows tired of her bookish mum not being adventurous enough for 

a Brownstone, she decides to seek out the mischievous and rebellious 

Monkey King - who she's always been told to stay away from. Will he bring 

her the adventure she craves, or will he cause her more trouble than he's 

worth? Read the latest story from the mythical Brownstone's family vault 

where we venture to China and learn about the story of the Monkey King, 

meet magical gods, taste powerful peaches and see that maybe our heroes 

aren't always what they're cracked up to be. 

Children in LKS2 loved reading óArthur and the Golden Ropeô last year 

during the óAncient Aggressorsô topic. Written by the same author, this 

book focuses on Chinese mythology!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Butterfly Lion by Michael Morpurgo and Illustrated by Christian 

Birmingham  

Bertie rescues an orphaned white lion cub from the African veld. They are 

inseparable until Bertie is sent to boarding school far away in England and the 

lion is sold to a circus. Bertie swears that one day they will see one another 

again, but it is the butterfly lion which ensures that their friendship will never 

be forgotten.  

 

This beautifully told story is one of Miss Duncanôs favourites from when 

she was in primary school. This will be especially popular with children 

who love reading about animals!  

 Krindlekrax by Philip Ridley  

 

Ruskin Splinter is small and thin, with knock-knees, thick glasses and a 

squeaky voice. The idea of him taming a dragon makes the whole class 

laugh. Big, strong Elvis is not very clever, but looks like a hero. Who do you 

think is more likely to get the big part in the school play? When the mysterious 

beast, Krindlekrax, threatens Lizard Street and everyone who lives there, it is 

up to Ruskin to step up and try to save the day.  

 

This exciting story is action-packed from start to finish and sure to 

make readers laugh! 



Recommended Reads for UKS2 (Years 5 and 6)  
 

 

 

The Land of Roar by Jenny McLachlan and Illustrated by Ben Mantle  

Twins Arthur and Rose loved staying with Grandad and would spend days in the 

Land of Roar where dragons, mermaids and ninja wizards kept them safe from the 

sinister scarecrow, Crowky. Now they are 11, Rose spends hours on her phone and 

worries about fitting in and Arthur, despite the scar on his wrist where he was bitten 

by a dragon, has almost forgotten about Roar. But then a mysterious figure appears 

at the attic window, an old map turns up, and Grandad vanishesé It seems ridiculous 

but could Roar be real after all? And can Rose and Arthur find Grandad before he is 

lost forever? 

This clever and intriguing mix of reality and fantasy is packed with tension, 

excitement and wild imagination. With echoes of Jumanji and Peter Pan, and a 

final showdown to equal anything Indiana Jones had to deal with, this is a true 

page-turner.  

 Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah  

This is the story of Leonard, who at 10 years old makes the journey with his 

mother from Jamaica to join his father in England. Leonard is part of the 

Windrush generation, one of thousands of people and families who were 

persuaded by the government to help rebuild England after the Second World 

War and make a better life for themselves. 

This is a brilliant and important book from one of the UK's greatest poets 

and writers. A story to make children and adults alike think hard about our 

history, about racism and the Black Lives Matter movement, about fairness, 

about politics - and also about bravery and unsung heroes. Key Stage 2 will 

be learning about the Windrush generation during Black History Month at 

school.  

 How I Saved the World in a Week by Polly Ho-Yen  

Billyôs mum isnôt like other mums. All she wants is to teach him the óRules of 

Survivalô ï how to make fire, build shelter and find food. She likes to test Billy 

on the rules until one day she goes too far, and Billy is sent to live with a dad 

he barely knows. Then the world changes forever as people begin to be 

infected with a mysterious virus that turns their skin grey. As chaos breaks 

out, Billy has to flee the city. Suddenly he realises that this is what his mum 

was preparing him for ï not just to save his family, but to save the whole 

world.   

This exciting thriller packs an emotional punch and leaves you rooting 

for the main character. Itôs not for the faint-hearted, but is sure to thrill 

mature readers in KS2 who love a page-turning plot with a rollercoaster 

of emotions and a few truly nail-biting scenes to get stuck into.  

 Mystery of the Night Watchers by A.M. Howell  

Nancy and her sister Violet live in Leeds in 1910. Halleyôs Comet is coming, 

and many people wrongly believe the comet means destruction and 

impending doom. Without warning their mother takes them off to Suffolk to 

stay with their grandfather they did not know existed. Something very strange 

is happening and Nancy discovers that her mother has not been honest with 

her about their past.   

Over-arching the entire book is the story of Halleyôs comet itself; its 

portrayed brightness and the awe people experience watching it seem 

to linger through the story like the light from its tail. 



Quality Non ðFiction  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Tom Moore by Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara 

Recommended age: 3-6 years (EYFS-KS1) 

Once there was a humble boy from Yorkshire called Tom. His 

determination and courage saw him through one of the biggest challenges 

the world had ever known: World War Two. So when a new crisis struck in 

2020, just before his 100th birthday, Captain Tom knew just what to do. 

Aiming to raise Ã1,000 for the NHS by walking 100 laps of his garden, his 

story soon became known all over the world! Captain Tomôs story shows 

us that, by coming together, we can dream bigger than ever, and that 

when the going gets tough, you just have to keep on walking. 

 

This inspiring book features quirky illustrations and extra facts at the 

back, including a biographical timeline with historical photos and a 

detailed profile of the Captainôs life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interview with a Shark and Other Ocean Giants too by Andy Seed and 

Illustrated by Nick East 

Recommended age: 5-8 years (EYFS-LKS2) 

If you could talk to animals, what would you ask? Get familiar with 10 

extraordinary ocean giants as they step up to the mic and share their 

habits, behaviour, likes and dislikes, favourite foods, and more. Each 

animal has its own story to tell... and its own attitude! 

In this fun and fact-filled book, bite-sized text in a question-and-

answer format is paired with colourful and engaging illustrations 

throughout, perfect for emerging or reluctant readers, or any young 

animal enthusiast who enjoys a bit of humour! 

 

 

Counting on Katherine by Helaine Becker and Illustrated by Dow 

Phumiruk  

Recommended age: 5-7 years (EYFS-LKS2)  

Winner of the information book category of the UKLA Book Awards 

2020. 

Katherine Johnson is the mathematical genius who helped make the 

historic Apollo 11 moon landings possible and made sure that Apollo 13 

returned home safely when the mission was in critical danger. 

Helaine Becker interviewed Katherine and her family for this authorized 

biography.  

This is the true story of a groundbreaking African-American woman 

who went above and beyond what was expected of her in the 1960s, 

saving lives and making enormous contributions to history! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listified by Andrew Pettie and Illustrated by Andres Lozano   

Recommended age: KS2 

óListifiedô is a robust, 400-page hardback compendium brimming with 

intriguing information on a range of topics - each presented in list form. 

This is an absolute treasure trove for readers who love dipping in and out 

of information books and impressing their friends and family with a host of 

unusual trivia. 

Divided into eight chapters on various themes ï from space and 

nature to inventions and the body - the book is bursting with pocket-

sized facts and snippets all grouped into lists.     


