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Dear Rosary Families,

Welcome to the first edition of the Rosary Reading Newsletter!

In this and subsequent issues, we will be sharing updates about what we are doing to
promote a culture of reading for pleasure across Rosary school.

While ALL reading is positive and to be encouraged, many children get ‘hooked’ on specific
books or authors and we think it is important that our pupils are exposed to a wide range of
texts and different authors.

This exciting letter will provide you with suggestions of high quality fiction and non-fiction
texts which are appropriate for your child’s age group. It will outline reading events taking
place both in and out of school, and will give suggestions on how to engage and support
your child with reading! It will also include details of useful online resources to use at home.
| hope that you find this information helpful in supporting your child on their reading
journey. If your child does enjoy a book mentioned on the Newsletter (or any other book)
please do encourage them to share this with their classmates and myself! | would love any
feedback. Thank you for your continued support.

Happy Reading!

Miss Duncan (Literacy Lead and Year 4 Class Teacher)
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Author Spotlight: Malorie Blackmanh

Malorie Blackman OBE is a British writer who held the position of Children’s Laureate from 2013 to
2015. Her parents were both from Barbados and she was born in London. Since publishing her first
book in 1990, she has now written more than 60 books primarily for children and young adults. Her
imaginative plots and engaging writing style have won her over 15 awards. She is one of Miss
Duncan’s all time favourite authors! Here are some of Miss Duncan’s top suggestions by Malorie
Blackman:
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Dizzy’s Walk (EYFS)

Betsey Biggalow Series (age 6+ years, KS1)
Girl Wonder Series (age 6-8 years, KS1, LKS2)
The Deadly Dare Mysteries (age 9-11 years, UKS2) _ This is one of Miss Duncan’s favourites!

Keep your eyes peeled for her new picture book: ‘We’re Going to Find the Monster!’

Book Fair!

, A huge thank you to all those who bought books from the Book Fair! We earned £489.46 to spend

Returning | on new books for out school! This is an incredible amount and we are very excited to spend this

in Autumn [ money on replenishing our books at Rosary. If you are desperate for another book already, don't

worry— the Book Fair will visit again in the Autumn Term! Happy reading! i
Scholastic

Book Fair

July Rosary Share a Story Month!

Our very own Lauryn in Pelicans has suggested a wonderful initiative to promote story telling! This
month, every child will be given the opportunity to write a story and share it with their class.
Throughout July, these stories will be read out (with the permission of the child)! This creative idea
will allow every child at Rosary to become an author!

16721 Reading Together Day!

Over fifteen organisations are collaborating to highlight the importance of reading together!
Families across the country are invited to take part in this celebration as part of the 'Reading
together Day,’ coordinated by The Reading Agency. You can find more information here: https://
readingagency.org.uk/news/media/reading-together-day-announced-for-16-july-2020.html

2121 Summer Reading Challenge! =
NG
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Camden Libraries will be delivering the 2021 Summer Reading Challenge this summer! This year’s
theme is ‘Wild World Heroes’ and will inspire children to stand up for the planet!

Children will be encouraged to read at least 6 books over the summer holidays and will receive
exciting rewards! Children will learn more about this challenge during the virtual assembly this
Friday!



https://readingagency.org.uk/news/media/reading-together-day-announced-for-16-july-2020.html
https://readingagency.org.uk/news/media/reading-together-day-announced-for-16-july-2020.html

Beyond the Burrow by Jessica Meserve

The big, wide world can be scary, especially when it’s filled with
strange-looking creatures who don’t eat carrots. But does giant,
clawed and hairy have to mean scary? And is there a rabbit brave
enough to find out?

This beautifully illustrated story helps young children to
learn about exploring new places and meeting new people.

My Hair by Hannah Lee and lllustrated by Allen Fatimaharan

“My birthday's coming up so soon,
I'll need new clothes to wear.

But most of all, | need to know,
How shall | style my hair?”

This colourful story captures the excitement of getting ready
for a party, as well as celebrating Black hair and showcasing
different, amazing hairstyles.

Dandy and Dazza by Mike Dumbleton and lllustrated by Brett
Curzon

This book is about two dogs called Dandy and Dazza who could
" | not be more different. Dandy is very fancy and Dazza is the

= |opposite!

f This charming book celebrates differences and shows that
! | we can learn from others.

How Do You make a Rainbow? By Caroline Crowe and
lllustrated by Cally Johnson-lsaacs

Stuck inside on a cloudy day, a little girl asks her grandad to help
her paint a rainbow on the sky. But as Grandad tells her,
rainbows aren't painted on the sky, they grow out of kindness,

. | hope, and helping other people.

This joyful story shows how to find colour and hope when
days seem dim and grey: celebrating love, positivity and the
precious relationship between a child and her grandad.




i | | This striking picture book is a moving tale of exploration and

The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield

One day in the forest, a young bear stumbles upon something he has
never seen before. As time passes, he teaches himself how to play the
strange instrument - and, eventually, the beautiful sounds are heard by
a father and son who are picnicking in the woods.

The bear's piano playing makes him a huge star, but he misses the
friends and family he has left behind. Could it be that money and
celebrity are not everything?

belonging, boasting some beautiful artwork.
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Martin’s Mice by Dick King-Smith

Unlike most kittens, Martin doesn't like eating mice - let alone catching
them. When he catches one by mistake he decides to keep it as a pet
and soon Drusilla the mouse is established in an old bath tub in the
attic. Martin is kept busy getting food, water, bedding - and then
Drusilla's babies start to arrive. How can Martin cope with all his mice?
Miss Duncan especially recommends this book to any children who
are animal lovers!

This charming book will engage children who enjoy reading about
animals- it includes some interesting facts as Dick King—Smith was a
farmer!
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The Incredible Hotel by Kate Davies and lllustrated by Isabelle
Follath

If you ever go to the great city of Delaunay, take a left at the Duchess’s
palace and cross the Bridge of Spires, and here you will find The
Incredible Hotel. Everything runs like clockwork, thanks to Stefan the
kitchen porter, who brews the coffee every morning, and dreams of
being a chef. That is until the morning of the Grand Ball, when a fire
starts in the kitchen just as the Duchess of Delaunay arrives... can
Stefan save the day?

This exciting, funny tale even has a cat and mouse hiding on every
page- they have their own story to tell!
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The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson and
lllustrated by Paul Howard

Plop is a baby owl. Perfect in every way - except for one. He's afraid of
the dark. But he soon discovers, through a variety of new friends, that
the dark can be fun, exciting and magical.

This is a beautiful book which teaches children the importance of
facing our fears.
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The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo and
lllustrated by Bagram Ibatoullinne

This is a magical story of the adventures of a lost toy rabbit from a bestselling
author. Abilene loves her blue china rabbit, but Edward Tulane is extremely
vain and only loves himself. On a voyage from New York to London, Edward
falls overboard and from there finds himself on an amazing journey. Please
note there are some sad parts so you may prefer to read this with an adult.
Pelicans class read this story with Miss Duncan during Remote Learning—
why don'’t you ask one of the Year 4s about their opinions of this story?!

This is a truly beautiful tale all about learning the importance of love and

friendship.
This is Miss Duncan’s favourite read of 2020!

THEIR FRIENDSHIP WILL CHANGE EVERYTHING
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ILLUSTRATED BY LEVI PINFOLD.

The Last Bear by Hannah Gold and lllustrated by Levi Pinfold

There are no polar bears left on Bear Island. At least, that’'s what April’s father
tells her when his scientific research takes them to this remote Arctic outpost for
six months. But one endless summer night, April meets one. He is starving, lonely
and a long way from home. Determined to save him, April begins the most
important journey of her life...

This warm, moving story about the love between a child and an animal
will win the hearts of children and show them that no one is too young
or insignificant to make a difference.

Miss Duncan especially recommends this book to any children who are
animal lovers (and enjoyed reading ‘Running Wild’ by Michael Morpurgo at
school in LKS2!)
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How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third is a smallish Viking with a longish
name. He is heir Hairy Hooligan throne - but most of the time Hiccup feels like
a very ordinary boy, finding it hard to be a hero!

Hiccup and his friends have to train their dragons or they will be banished
from the tribe forever! There is also Seadragonus Giganticus Maximus who
wants to devour every Viking on the Isle of Berk... can Hiccup save the tribe
and become a Hero?

This is an award-winning, exciting story of Vikings and dragons, with
striking black-and-white-illustrations. Children will love the humour, and
will be keen to follow Hiccup's adventures through the rest of the books
in this hugely popular series.

Leon and the Place Between by Angela McAllister and lllustrated by Graham
Baker-Smith

Wanting to prove to his brothers and sister that magic really exists, Leon

volunteers to be in Abdul Kazam's magic show and gets transported to a

mysterious world. Filled with rabbits, doves, playing cards and magician's
assistants, if a magician can make it disappear, it will end up in the Place
Between! Will you believe Leon?

With breath-taking illustrations, this book really will transport you to
another land if you believe in the magic!
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Uma and the Answer to Absolutely Everything by Sam Copeland and Sarah
Horne

This book tells the story of Uma, whose father has barely spoken a word since her
mother died. Uma's only real company is next-door neighbour Alan Carrington. One
day, after an unlikely incident involving an alpaca, Uma comes across a strange
earpiece that seems to be able to give the answer to absolutely everything...
including the capital of Mozambique and the colour of the headteacher’s underpants!
Will this earpiece be able to save her home and her father?

This warm-hearted adventure is packed with silliness and excitement, and
gently teaches children that not all questions have answers.

The Valley of Lost Secrets by Lesley Parr

It's 1939, and Jimmy and his little brother Ronnie have been evacuated to a tiny,
quiet village in Wales. After the hustle and bustle of London, it’s a big shock.
Jimmy can’t wait to go home — but when he finds a mysterious skull in a tree, he
and his brother are compelled to unravel its story. In a new village full of
strangers, Jimmy has to be careful who he shares his secrets with.

Each new chapter is illustrated with the tree hiding the skull — but eagle-eyed
readers might notice that the tree begins to share clues of its own as the story
goes on. There’s a terrific code to crack at the end, for those children who love to
solve mysteries!

This beautiful book explores many heartfelt themes including the bond
between siblings, the kindness of strangers and the importance of taking
the time to really ‘see’ somebody.

Miss Duncan especially recommends this book to any children who
enjoyed Enid Blyton’s ’Famous Five’ stories and C.S. Lewis’s ’The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe.’ This is one of Miss Duncan’s favourite reads this
year!
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The Boy Who Made Everyone Laugh by Helen Rutter

For World Book Day 2021, all children in KS2 listened to Helen Rutter talk
about this book live! Many children purchased this from the Book Fair!

Billy Plimpton is an eleven-year-old boy with a big dream. He wants to be a stand
-up comedian when he grows up: delivering pinpoint punch-lines and having
audiences hang on his every hilarious word. A tough career for anyone, but
surely impossible for Billy, who has a stammer. How will he find his voice, if his
voice won't let him speak?

This heart-warming book is inspired by the author’s own son and is packed
with jokes which both children and adults will enjoy.

Boy, Everywhere by A. M. Dassu

13 year old Sami has a good life in Damascus, playing football and computer
games with his friends, nagging his parents for new trainers and trying to get time
on the iPad. Although he knows there is war in the rest of the country, he never
seriously imagines it will reach Damascus. It's a normal life; a peaceful life — and
as it turns out, a life that can be destroyed at any moment. This book follows the
harrowing journey taken by Sami and his family from privilege to poverty, across
countries and continents, from a comfortable life in Damascus, via a smuggler's
den in Turkey, to a prison in Manchester.

This is a powerful story of survival, family and bravery.
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How to be Extraordinary by Rashmi Sirdeshpande and lllustrated by
Annabel Tempest
Recommended age: 5-7 years (EYFS and KS1)

Could you be EXTRAORDINARY? This book will inspire you with the real-
life stories of extraordinary people, showcasing a total variety of
personalities and talents. Whoever you are, and whoever you want to be,
read about the extraordinary stories of these 15 people, and decide how
YOU will be extraordinary too!

Full of colour and movement with beautiful illustrations, this joyful
celebration of an eclectic group of exceptional individuals is sure to
be enjoyed by a broad audience and will encourage children to think
about how they too can be extraordinary.
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100+ Objects and Places
That will Boggle Your Mind

J | Earth's treasures.
¢ Treasures both natural and manmade make an appearance in a tour which

k [ This is the perfect book for any curious explorer!

Amazing Treasures: 100+ Objects and Places that will Boggle Your Mind! By
David Long and lllustrated by Studio Muti
Recommended age: 7-9 years (LKS2)

Discover 100 of the world's most remarkable artefacts, most stunning
artworks and most intriguing ruins in this beautifully illustrated book about

stretches across thousands of years and all around the globe. Discover
sunken wrecks loaded with pirate gold, the abandoned tombs of the
world's most powerful rulers and even meteorites - treasures from outer
space!

A World of Information by Richard Platt and lllustrated by James
Brown
Recommended age: 9-11 years (UKS2)

This visually stunning book is a collection of incredible facts and figures.
Do you know how many bones there are in the human body? Do you know
about different types of knots or how Morse code works?

Covering more than 30 diverse and fascinating topics with
illustrations, children can impress family members (and teachers)
with their facts!

MIKE UNWIN JENNI DESMOND

MIGRATION

N

INCREDIBLE -
ANIMAL
JOURNEYS

% huge herds of elephants, on their yearly hunt for water and be amazed at

Migration: Incredible Animal Journeys by Mike Unwin and lllustrated
by Jenni Desmond
Recommended age: 7- 12 years (KS2)

Animals of all shapes and sizes make epic journeys across our planet,
through harsh weather, avoiding hungry predators, in their efforts to
survive. Travel around the globe with some of the world's most incredible
animals and discover their unique migration stories.

Follow the emperor penguin through snow, ice and bitter temperatures;
watch as the great white shark swims 10,000 km in search of seals; track

the millions of red crabs, migrating across Christmas Island.

With stunning colour illustrations, uncover the astonishing
migrations of 20 creatures, in this truly inspiring narrative.

Miss Duncan especially recommends this book to any children who love
David Attenborough programmes!




"\ ¢ Bug Club is a phonically based, online reading scheme. Children are allocated
/o ® age-appropriate books for them to read with the option of additional interactive activities.

Every Rosary pupil has a Bug Club log in. Please contact your class teacher if you
Bug Club need a password reminder or new books to be allocated.

Readmio is a free app which is available on the App Store. It allows you to bring
stories to life with sound effects triggered by your voice. The stories come with a
suggested age so that you can choose which story to read to your child.

Readmio

M oenionar

Oak National Academy’s Virtual
School Library: Every week a popular
children's author or illustrator provides
free books, exclusive videos and their
top three recommended reads. Visit:
Virtual School Library | Oak

Benlunar is a podcast aimed at children in KS2 to listen
to at home. It tells an exciting story of a young girl
growing up in a mysterious mountain town who goes on
thrilling and dangerous journeys where she learns
magic, saves towns and befriends mythical creatures!
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~MARY Pore gopal The Oxford Owl website is full of

. fantastic resources and activities to
help parents support their children to
learn to read. There are even story
telling videos! Visit: Oxford Owl for

Home: help your child learn at home | “f&
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A student who reads A student who reads A student who reads not have found the right book but
newsletter will have a suggested
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m m m text which grabs them!

authors out there— perhaps this
minutes per day minutes per day minute per day There is a book for everyone!
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90th PERCENTILE |50th PERCENTILE|10th PERCENTILE |
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will be exposed to Have a wonderful, restful
8 000 summer break and please do
) keep reading daily with your
child! I look forward to seeing
you all in September!
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https://www.thenational.academy/library
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/

