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To be read in conjunction with
e Literacy Guidelines
e Handwriting policy
e Marking policy

Policy for English

Introduction

e This document is a statement of the aims, principals and strategies for the teaching
and learning of English at Rosary Catholic Primary School.

Aims
Our aims in teaching English are that all children will:

e develop the necessary skills to use the English language confidently, appropriately
and accurately to the best of their ability

e Dbe able to speak clearly, fluently and confidently

¢ Dbe able to listen to the spoken word attentively with understanding, pleasure and
empathy

e Dbe able to read a range of materials fluently, critically and with understanding for
enjoyment and for information

¢ Dbe able to write effectively for a range of audiences and purposes using spelling
punctuation and grammar accurately and confidently

e learn to understand how language works by looking at its patterns, structures and
origins

Equal Opportunities

We aim for all children to have equal opportunities regarding access to the English
curriculum. All children are encouraged to strive for academic excellence and develop
their full potential.

Work (activities and resources) are matched to the abilities of all children to enable
them to achieve success, reach their full potential and develop a positive self-image.
Resources in English do not promote stereotypical or biased roles. Rosary aims to
develop and deliver a broad and balanced curriculum, ensuring diversity.

Principles of the Teaching and Learning of English
We believe English is important because:

e itisa vital way of communicating in school, in public life and internationally



e it enables pupils to express themselves creatively and imaginatively and to
communicate with others effectively
e itis the foundation for almost all the learning which takes place in our school

English is a core subject in the National Curriculum. The fundamental knowledge,
skills, understanding and breadth of study for the subject are set out in "English; the
National Curriculum for England™ where they are grouped into 3 attainment targets:

1. Speaking and listening

2. Reading

3. Writing

Strategies for the Teaching of English

The Rosary School uses The National Curriculum 2014 as the basis for teaching
English.

Organisation of the teaching of English:

e Daily Literacy sessions based on the learning objectives in the English National
Curriculum

e Explicit SPAG lesson once a week Years 2-6

e Teaching of speaking and listening skills

e Lessons build towards a sustained writing session every two weeks (which will be
deep marked by class teachers)

e Explicit teaching of handwriting

e Spelling tests once a week Years 2-6

Speaking and listening skills
Speaking and listening skills are developed through:

e providing opportunities for children to report back what they have learnt to the rest
of the class during the Literacy session

e Kagan structures

e discussion during shared and guided reading and writing sessions

e providing a range of opportunities for children to talk and listen in formal and
informal settings

e the use of drama and role play to explore imagined and real situations

¢ links between language and music

e class discussion and debate on topical or contentious issues

e showing times or news sharing when pupils are encouraged to speak to their
assembled classmates

e interviewing carried out as part of a topic or project



Reading

Reading skills are developed through:

providing a wide range of reading material and opportunities for children to select
from for information and for entertainment

Early reading is taught through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, which is
a systematic and synthetic phonics programme

Reading practice sessions take place three times a week in Reception and four
times a week in Year 1 (see Early Reading Policy for more details)

Supported Reading sessions (Year 2): focuses on both decoding and
comprehension skills and development of vocabulary. (Those children who have
not passed the Phonics Screening Check continue using LWLS)

A class book read (purely for pleasure) at the end of every school day for at least
10 minutes in every class

Quiet and paired reading

Whole Class Reading: Rosary Reader sessions (KS2). These sessions focus on the
explicit teaching of reading strategies e.qg. clarifying, inferring etc.

Use of big books, posters and texts displayed on the IWB for shared reading during
the Literacy session

Reading texts which are at each child’s level (in KS2 children who are still on PM
Levelled books will read with their class teacher in a guided group once a week)
Phonics Screening Check

1:1 reading with teachers, support assistants and volunteers

Oral and written comprehension

PM Benchmarking Years 2-6
Teaching of information skills

Daily reading at home (monitored through reading diaries)

Writing

Writing is developed through:

providing a wide range of contexts for writing outlined in the English Curriculum
Shared writing with the whole class

Modelled writing

Guided writing in smaller ability based groups during Literacy lessons

Sustained writing

Encouraging a process of drafting and redrafting including the use of ICT (See
Appendix)

Providing opportunities for individual and collaborative writing

Cross-curricular writing opportunities

Talk for Writing approach



e Grammar teaching is embedded in daily lessons in Years 1-6 and is taught explicitly
once a week in Years 2-6

Spelling is developed through

e Regular teaching of spelling strategies following objectives from the National
Curriculum 2014. No Nonsense Spelling is the main resource used to support the
teaching of these strategies.

e Foundation Stage/ KS1: Daily phonics discrete teaching (LWLS)

e the marking of writing: (see Marking Policy)

e regular teaching of spelling patterns and sight vocabulary

e Weekly spelling tests in Years 2-6

e Encouragement of dictionary/thesaurus use

Handwriting is developed through

e regular teaching and practice sessions

e introduction of joined up writing from Year 1 Summer Term

e Modelled good practice by class teachers (see Handwriting policy)

English in the Foundation Stage

Nursery and Reception classes use the document ‘Statutory framework for the Early
Years Foundation Stage’ supported by ‘Development Matters’ and Progression in
Skills Documents as the basis for planning the teaching and learning in literacy. Little
Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised is used to support the teaching and learning of
phonics and early reading.

Learning Support Assistants may be used in English to assist:

in the classroom supporting children in activities planned by the teacher

listening to children read in a one-to-one/group context

during library visits

on outings and visits by fostering discussion and questioning among small groups in
providing other help, such as support for word-processing and book making

e Reading Practice Sessions (Reception and Year 1- LWLS)

e Supported Reading sessions (Year 2)

e Rosary Reader sessions (KS2)

Homework is used to support English through

e Home-School Reading

¢ A reading journal is introduced in Reception which allows adults to sign each time
a child has read (this should be daily)

e Tricky words and sounds to learn in Reception and Year 1



Spelling lists sent home once a week Years 2-6
Specific literacy tasks designed to extend and support the work carried out in class

Excellence in English is celebrated in display and performance including:

display of published work

read or spoken presentations to the class (or whole school)

performance of improvised and scripted dramatic productions

sharing ideas and work during the Literacy session

Secret Sunshine activity after an in depth mark (teacher to choose up to five
children’s sentences to share with the rest of the class)

Strategies for Ensuring Progress and Continuity

Planning in English is a process in which all teachers are involved, wherein:

All teachers use the English National Curriculum

Planning is a flexible teaching tool which reflects the needs of the children

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised is used to plan phonics teaching in
Reception and KS1

Cross curricular planning - planning is related to the half-termly topic and linked to
a chosen text.

All teachers think about desired outcomes and work backwards

KS1 and KS2 half termly medium term plans should be created and saved in the
planning folder at the start of the half term

Planning is submitted at the start of the half term and is not set in stone. It can be
used as a working document, adaptable to the needs of the class based of formative
assessment.

Planning shows evidence of Oracy, Kagan and Talk for Writing

Planning shows reference to meeting the spectrum of needs in the classroom (from
SEND to Greater Depth, and provision for DP children).

Writing is planned from enrichment activities where possible.

EYFS weekly plans are created and saved in the ‘Foundation Stage Planning’
folder.

No Nonsense Spelling is used to teach spelling in Years 2-6

Resources include to support planning include:

Power of Reading
Espresso
Talk for Writing
TES SPAG

LGFL
Alan Peat



CLPE (Centre for Literacy in Primary Education)
Hamilton

Twinkl

Literacy Shed

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds

Camden Learning Resource Library

Feedback to pupils

Children should be able to understand teachers’ comments and feedback about their
work. They should be able to reflect on their own progress in English. This is achieved
through discussion and through the marking of work.

Effective marking:

e aims to help children learn, not to find fault, and comments aim to be positive and
constructive

e Written work is used sensitively and with discretion so that a child can assimilate a
limited number of corrections at one time - this will vary according to age and
ability. The focus for marking is the learning intention and targets.

e Teachers will ‘deep mark’ a piece of writing at least once every two weeks. This
will be a piece of sustained writing.

e ‘Deep marks’ include:

e - 2 sentences highlighted in yellow (these are the 2 best sentences, usually
corresponding with the highlighted items on the Steps to Success). If a sentence
does not correspond with one of the Steps to Success, the teacher will explain why
this sentence is effective in the empty row at the bottom of the Steps to Success.

o IEERERCEINICRICRIEOMMGERN (orccn for ‘growth’- this sentence requires
improvement or refers to something that could be added to improve the quality of
the work). If the green sentence relates to the Steps to Success, teachers should
highlight the relevant step in green. If it is an addition to improve the quality of
work, at the end of the piece of writing the teacher writes RTM (Response to
Marking) in green highlighter and then a question/comment/suggestion in red pen to
help the child improve (an improvement prompt).

e Improvement comments can take different forms:

- Give two options to be used in the child’s writing.

- The large eagle spread its wings and flew off into the distance. OR The enormous

eagle gave an almighty screech and flew off in search of its prey.

- Sentence starters or prompts

- Can you include... (guiding the child to include one of the Steps to Success or to
edit their highlighted sentence so that it is improved).

e Children respond formally to teachers’ deep marking in green pen.

e Teachers must respond or acknowledge the children’s responses. If their response is
worse, teachers must discuss this with the child and show this by writing ‘VF’. If it
IS an acceptable improvement — tick it.



With a deep mark — the yellow and green RTM is enough. No further comment is
needed.

Up to three spellings should be addressed and children should repeat the correct
spellings three times (see Marking Policy for details).

If a pupil has had conferencing with an adult, this should be noted and take the
place of marking, however the impact of the conferencing should be evident in the
next published piece.

During RTM sessions, teachers must revise the marking code with children and
discuss why we mark their work etc. Teachers should also choose ‘Secret Sunshine’
sentences to share (effective sentences from different children whose names are
then revealed to the class).

Consistent response to marking comment is used and children should be given time
to answer and reflect.

All other pieces of work:

e An improvement prompt (RTM written in green highlighter at the end of a
piece of work) is expected to address misconceptions or move learning on at
least once in every three pieces of work in KS2.

e Incorrect spellings identified wherever needed (max 3 per piece of work for

Years 1-6).

Pen in hand marking wherever possible, using a red pen.

No more than three mistakes identified in any one piece of work

All work must be acknowledged e.qg. tick, brief comment etc.

Any support received by the child should be evident: TS- teacher support, TAS-

teacher assistant support, I- independent (only write this if the child normally

works with an adult)

e Any verbal feedback should be shown using the code ‘VF’.

Assessment in English

Assessment is used to guide the progress of individual pupils in English. It involves
identifying each child's progress in each aspect of the subject, determining what each
child has learned and what therefore should be the next stage in his/her learning.
Children are assessed against end of year expectations and will be recorded as working
towards expected levels, working at expected levels or working at greater depth.

Foundation stage

Observations are on-going and kept in each child’s profile.
Alongside the profile teachers gather assessment as follows as appropriate:

¢ Regular assessment of sight vocabulary and phoneme recognition and application.



Assessment of reading helps teachers to monitor progress and to identify any child
needing additional support. Assessment for learning is used daily to identify
children needing Keep-up support and summative assessments takes place every six
weeks. See the Early Reading policy for more information.

Running records in Years 2-6 when children have passed the Phonics Screening
Check — half-termly or more frequently if required, to monitor strategies children
are/are not using, and to ensure children are reading the correct level of text.
On-going assessment for learning through marking to learning intention in
children’s books.

Peer and self-assessment

Key Stage One

Regular assessment of tricky words and phoneme recognition and application.
Assessment of reading helps teachers to monitor progress and to identify any child
needing additional support. Assessment for learning is used daily to identify
children needing Keep-up support and summative assessments takes place every six
weeks. See the Early Reading policy for more information.

Running records in Years 2-6 when children have passed the Phonics Screening
Check — half-termly or more frequently if required, to monitor strategies children
are/are not using, and to ensure children are reading the correct level of text.

Target setting discussed with parents at Parent Evenings

Ongoing assessment via marking to learning intention in children’s books

Year 2 end of year test

Phonics screening in Year 1

Verbal feedback

All Year 1-6 teachers aim for their children to complete at least one piece of
sustained writing every two weeks. Yellow and green highlighters should be used to
mark this writing (see Marking Policy).

Writing is marked and assessed based on Steps to Success that links to prior
learning and desired outcomes.

Children’s SPAG knowledge should be assessed formatively and built on with the
relevant ongoing teaching. SPAG OFF is used as an assessment when appropriate.
From Year 2, spelling tests are based on weekly spelling homework and take place
at least once a week, with results logged to check progress and monitor homework
completion.

A summative assessment is administered 1x per term for KS1 and KS2 (NFER tests
at the end of each term).

From Year 2 (and where appropriate in KS2) PM Benchmarking should take place
at least 1x per half-term. Teacher assessments are continually made during Guided
Reading and Supported Reading groups should be fluid, based on these
assessments.



Key Stage Two

Running records for non-fluent readers (half-termly)- see KS1

Targets to be shared with parents at parents’ evening.

Ongoing assessment via marking to learning intention in children’s books
End of year SATS (Year 6)

NFER reading test- termly

Strategies for Recording and Reporting
Children keep their work in literacy books
Records of progress in English kept for all children contain:

e A record of home reading books maintained and retained by child in their reading
journals

e End of year handover sheet — including scaled scores, Phonics levels PM
Benchmark levels.

e Literacy books passed onto next teacher to be retained as long as needed.

Reporting to parents is done on a termly basis through Parent Consultations and
through a written report at the end of the academic year.

Reporting in English will focus on each child's progress in

e reading

e writing

The role of the English Leader is to

o take the lead in policy development

e support colleagues in their development of detailed work plans and implementation
of the framework and in assessment and record keeping activities

e monitor progress in English and advise the headteacher on action needed

o take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources for
English

e keep up-to-date with developments in English education and disseminate
information to colleagues as appropriate.

Classroom Resources in English include

¢ a class book corner

e Classrooms should have a literacy display (encouraged to be a Working Wall),
which is a main focus for children to support their learning.

e Cross curricular links with any appropriate topic books and vocabulary on display
in the classroom



e EYFS and KS1 to have age-appropriate Phonics freeze on display

Information Technology is used in English for
e Whole class teaching using ICT and IWB

e word-processing, involving the drafting and redrafting of work originated at the
computer

e publishing for a variety of audiences

¢ information access using the Internet (with strict guidance — see IT and NET
policies for safe use of the internet).

e Use of iPads

e Display



