
Rosary Progression in History 

The National Curriculum for History aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present 

day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion 

and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind  

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and 

‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and 

significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and create 

their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses  

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern 

how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed  

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between 

local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and 

between short- and long-term timescales. 

 

Intent: 

 

Our History curriculum intends to engage and inspire curiosity, while encouraging children to think critically and ask questions. 

Pupils will develop a sense of chronology and an understanding of the significant historical events and figures that have impacted 

the world and contributed in particular to shaping modern day Britain.  They will learn about the complexity of people’s lives, the 

process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups. Pupils will learn about the importance of 

enquiry, research and analysis. Emphasis is placed on investigative learning to build a curiosity and not simply retain facts, but 

develop skills to enable enquiry and understanding. We believe the study of History contributes to their understanding of all 

aspects of life giving children a sense of identity and heritage.  

 

 



 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Chronology Talk about changes in 

themselves and their 

development (e.g. When I was 

a baby… At Christmas I…When I 

was in Nursery…) 

Talk about significant life events 

from their memory (On the 

weekend, I… On my birthday, 

I…) 

Talk about the lives of family 

members, including describing 

significant events (e.g. “When 

mummy was little...)”  

Talk about some things in the 

distant past (e.g. Dinosaurs… “A 

long time ago…”)  

Sequence and describe daily 

routines 

Order and sequence familiar 

events 

 

Sequence events in their life  

Sequence 2 or 3 artefacts from 

distinctly different periods of 

time (e.g. telephones) 

Sequence events on a simple 

timeline 

Put into order significant 

individuals studied e.g. 

Christopher Columbus and Neil 

Armstrong: who came first? 

 

Identify some similarities and 

differences between their lives 

now and the lives of familiar 

adults (e.g. grandparents) 

Identify some similarities and 

differences between life in 

present Britain and lives in the 

past (e.g. modes of transport)  

Identify some similarities and 

differences between life in 

different periods of the past 

Develop a chronologically 

secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local 

and world history. 

Use dates to refer to events and 

periods studied 

Understand and use terms 

BC/BCE and AD/CE 

 

Discuss and understand how 

Britain has been influenced by 

the wider world  

 

Place events on a timeline of 

key historical periods and 

compare where this fits with 

other periods studied  

 

Understand what everyday life 

was like for people during the 

periods studied and compare 

this to our lives today 

Discuss and understand how 

Britain has been influenced by 

the wider world  

 

Place events on a timeline of 

key historical periods and 

compare where this fits with 

other periods studied  

 

Identify connections and 

contrasts between everyday life 

for people across the periods 

studied 

Know the history of the UK and 

wider world in a coherent, 

chronological narrative 

Develop a chronologically 

secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local 

and world history. 

Use dates to refer to events and 

periods studied 

Place events/ periods studied 

on a timeline and compare 

where this fits into other events/ 

periods studied. 

 

Understand that a timeline can 

be divided into BC/BCE and 

AD/CE 

Create a timeline reflecting 

events from the periods studied 

Know where key people and 

events fit within a chronological 

framework 

Know how Britain is influenced 

and has been influenced by the 

wider world 

Understand significant turning 

points in British history 

Recognise continuity and 

change 

Understand some ways in which 

our society has changed over 

time  

Compare early non- European 

civilization (Ancient Benin) with 

corresponding period in British 

history 

Understand how an aspect of 

life has changed over time (e.g. 

by examining the role of women 

in WW2)  



Understand how people’s lives 

have shaped Britain 

Make connections to wider 

world events on timeline 

Historical 

Concepts and 

Terms 

Yesterday, today, a long time 

ago, when I was a baby, Days 

of the week, Key seasons, Now, 

next, then 

(regular past tense) 

Before I was born, When I am 

older, Months of the year, 

Before, after, Earlier, 

Later(irregular past tense) 

Use words and phrases relating 

to the passing of time e.g. old, 

new young, then, now, before, 

after 

Use a wider range of words and 

phrases relating to the passing 

of time e.g. recently, long ago, 

past, present, future 

 

Understand a range of 

everyday historical terms e.g. 

explorer, king, queen, lifetime, 

important, remember  

Use a range of everyday 

historical terms e.g. ruler, king, 

queen, lifetime, important, 

memory 

Understand concepts such as 

invasion, continuity and 

change, cause and 

consequence, difference and 

significance, power, law and 

justice 

Identify significance of 

developments and 

achievements in time periods 

studied, and know how these 

influence the western world 

today. 

Make connections, draw 

conclusions, create questions 

and narratives  

Understand concepts of power, 

law and justice: discuss and 

understand democracy 

 

Use increasingly complex terms 

related to the passing of time 

e.g. 4th century, millennium  

Use historical terms to describe 

periods and features studied 

(including significant way of life, 

period achievements) 

Use increasingly complex 

historical terms to describe 

periods and features studied 

(including era, empire, invade, 

conquer, migrate, settle, 

civilisation parliament) 

Understand concepts such as 

continuity and change, cause 

and consequence, difference 

and significance and use them 

to make connections, draw 

contrasts, analyse trends, frame 

historically valid questions and 

create their own structured 

accounts, including narratives 

and analyses 

 

Make connections, draw 

conclusions, create questions 

and narratives based on the 

above concepts 

Use dates to refer to events and 

periods studied 

Discuss and use a timeline 

related to topic  

Understand the impact and 

influence of events during time 

periods studied. Understand 

cause and effect and make an 

analysis 

Use range of increasingly 

complex historical terms to 

describe periods and features 

studied (including poverty, 

contemporary, society, 

civilisation, progress, advances)   

Use a broader range of 

increasingly complex historical 

terms to describe periods and 

features studied (e.g. trend, 

theme, home front, 

propaganda, allies, peasantry) 

Understand concepts of power, 

war, allies 



Significant 

Events and 

People 

 Know the names of significant 

people and explain why they 

are important e.g. King Charles 

II, Christopher Columbus and 

Neil Armstrong 

Compare some of these people 

including local influences e.g. 

Rowland Hill and the Penny 

Black 

Discuss and know how Britain 

has been affected by events/ 

development e.g. transport   

 

Understand significant aspects 

of wider world history and the 

nature and achievements of 

periods studied 

Understand how Britain has 

been influenced by others e.g. 

Vikings and Anglo- Saxons 

 

Understand significant aspects 

of wider world history e.g. 

Aristotle- classifying, Vikings raids 

and invasion, Lindisfarne 

Resistance by Alfred the Great 

and Athelstan, first King of 

England etc. 

 

Understand the importance of 

technology to historical events 

e.g. Viking longboats, Roman 

technology etc.   

Develop a secure 

understanding of British history 

Identify key features, people 

and events of periods studied 

Discuss and understand how 

Britain has been influenced by 

others 

 

Discuss and understand 

significant aspects of European 

history 

 

Study the changing power of 

monarchs using case studies 

such as John, Anne and 

Victoria. Study these changes in 

an aspect of social history such 

as crime and punishment or 

leisure and entertainment 

Understand the outcomes of 

WW2: establishments of the 

United Nations in 1945, the 

International Court of Justice in 

1946 and Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights of 1948  

Understand the importance of 

technology to success and 

achievement in periods studied 

e.g. Ancient Egypt 

Historical 

Enquiry 

Answer and ask 

who/what/where/when 

questions 

Begin to ask and answer how 

and why questions 

Retell a story or event 

Use a photograph or picture to 

discuss a person, place or event 

Ask and answer a broader 

range of questions about their 

experiences, including ‘how’ 

and ‘why’ questions 

Ask simple questions about life in 

the past e.g. ‘what was school 

like when grandma was 

young?’ 

Ask more complex questions 

about the past e.g. ‘how did 

the Great Fire of London start?  

Know and recount significant 

events from the past 

Use sources to find answers to 

questions about the past  

Answer and devise simple 

questions about the period 

studied (e.g. How old is it? What 

food did they eat in Ancient 

Greece? When did the Ancient 

Greeks live? When were the 

Vikings/ Anglo- Saxons?) 

 

Answer and devise historically 

valid enquiry questions about 

change, cause, significance 

and difference (e.g. Would you 

Answer and devise historically 

valid questions about change, 

cause, significance and 

difference 

With support, ask a wider range 

of increasingly complex 

questions about the period 

studied (e.g. How was our local 

area affected by WW2? How 

was our local area affected by 

poverty in Victorian times?) 



Ask and answer questions about 

information from a book or 

computer source 

Identify some ways in which 

history is represented e.g. 

paintings, diaries, stories  

Use a range of sources to find 

out about events, people and 

places studied e.g. books, 

videos, pictures, artefacts 

rather live in Ancient Greece or 

modern-day Britain?) 

Answer and devise historically 

valid enquiry questions about 

change, cause, significance 

and difference (e.g. Sparta vs 

Athens; boys educated rather 

than girls; Boudicca: hero or 

villain? etc.) 

With support, ask increasingly 

complex questions about the 

period studied e.g. How did 

people’s lives differ in Ancient 

Greece compared to now? 

How did people’s lives change 

due to the Roman Empire? 

Understand methods of 

historical enquiry and know how 

evidence is used 

Know how and why different 

interpretations of the past have 

been constructed and how this 

influences our understanding of 

events. Offer some reasons for 

these different versions of events 

Identify a range of sources and 

discuss their usefulness and 

reliability 

Identify and use a range of 

secondary and primary sources 

to understand that our 

knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of 

sources  

 

Begin to use sources as 

evidence to support responses 

to enquiry questions 

Understand what makes a good 

source (3 Rs: rich, reliable, 

relevant) 

 

Select relevant sections of 

information to support responses 

to enquiry questions  

Understand methods of 

historical enquiry  

Address increasingly complex 

enquiry questions about 

change, cause, similarity and 

difference and significance 

(e.g. Which civilisation was more 

advanced- the Benins or the 

Ancient Egyptians?) 

Ask a wide range of complex 

and valid questions about the 

period studied (e.g. Who 

benefited from…? Who was the 

most significant…? What was 

the impact of…? How did 

society change…? What was 

the significance of…?) 

Address increasingly complex 

enquiry questions about 

change, cause, similarity, 

difference and significance 

(e.g. How did the role of women 

change as a result of WW2?) 

Answer and devise historically 

valid questions about change, 

cause, significance and 

difference  

Know how evidence is used to 

make historical claims including 

landscape evidence e.g. 

pyramids, tombs etc. 

Introduce the concept of bias in 

historical interpretation  

Know how and why different 

interpretations of the past have 

been constructed and how this 

influences our understanding of 

events.  



Offer some reasons for these 

different versions of events e.g. 

know the difference between 

fact and opinion  

Know the difference between 

primary and secondary sources. 

Use a range of secondary and 

primary sources to find out 

about the periods studied  

Compare accounts of events 

from different sources. 

Understand our knowledge of 

the past is constructed from a 

range of sources 

Use first-hand accounts, 

historical documents, newsreels, 

photographs and artefacts as 

sources of evidence  

Understand how different 

sources can lead to different 

interpretations of events (e.g. 

propaganda during WW2)   

Bring together knowledge 

gathered from a range of 

sources to support responses to 

enquiry questions  

Select and organise relevant 

historical information in response 

to questions 

  

Understand methods of 

historical enquiry, including how 

evidence is used rigorously to 

make historical claims, and 

discern how and why 

contrasting arguments and 

interpretations of the past have 

been constructed  

Select and organise relevant 

historical information in response 

to questions 

 



Historical 

Perspective 

 

 Have some understanding of 

connections between places, 

things and events e.g. Crimean 

War, when Florence Nightingale 

was born and died, etc. 

Understand connections 

between places, things and 

events 

Contrast lives of those in 

different periods studied 

Understand the legacy of 

periods studied 

Understand how and why 

contrasting arguments and 

interpretations of the past 

influence our understanding of 

events 

Gain perspective by relating 

historical knowledge to different 

contexts. 

 

 

Understand connections 

between places (local, national 

and international), periods of 

history, cultural, economic, 

military, political religious and 

social history 

 

Gain perspective by relating 

historical knowledge to different 

contexts 

Discuss and understand the 

effect of The United Nations of 

1945, the International Court of 

Justice in 1946 and Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights of 

1948  

Identify significant similarities 

and differences across the 

world in AD1000 Power systems, 

art, technology, beliefs of the 

Mayans, Benin, Early Islam, 

Edward the Confessor 

Discuss and understand the 

involvement of Britain, Europe 

and wider world in WW2 

Compare childhood of children 

in London. What was it like to 

experience the Blitz, air raids 

and evacuation?  

Discuss the impact of WW2 on 

international relations   

Understand how the location of 

places studied impacted on 

their economics, military and 

social history 

Topics 

Cycle A 

Me and My World Great Fire of London & The 

Plague 

Hampstead Heath 

Ancient Greece 

Vikings & Anglo-Saxons 

Twentieth Century Conflict 

Benins 

Topics  

Cycle B 

This is Us Time Travellers 

Famous Five 

Prehistoric Britain – Stone Age to 

Iron Age 

Roman Britain 

Victorian Times 

Ancient Egyptians 

 


