
Rosary Progression in Geography 

The National Curriculum for Geography aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 

 develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their 

defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of 

processes. 

 understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are 

interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time. 

 are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 

- collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen 

their understanding of geographical processes  

-  interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs 

and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)  

-  communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative 

skills and writing at length. 

 

 

Intent: 
 

Our Geography curriculum intends to inspire pupils with a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people. Pupils will gain 

knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding 

of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. We intend to develop children’s competency in the geographical skills through 

the use of fieldwork, maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS). 

 

 

 

 



 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Locational 

Knowledge 

Children can talk about familiar 

places to them 

• Home 

• School  

 

Talk about features of their 

immediate environment 

 

 

 

Name, locate and identify the 

characteristics of the 4 countries 

and capital cities of the UK and 

its surrounding seas. 

 

Name and locate the world’s 7 

continents and 5 oceans, 

understanding the terms 

‘continent’ and ‘sea’. 

 

Identify the UK and the countries 

where members of the class 

come from. 

 

 

Locate countries studied on a 

world map and in relation to the 

UK and Europe (including 

Russia). Identify key 

physical/human features. 

 

Name and locate the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle and date 

time zones.  

 

Name and locate cities of the 

UK, geographical 

characteristics, key 

topographical features and 

land use patterns and 

understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over 

time (Anglo-Saxons, Viking 

invasion and Roman legacy) 

Why did the Anglo Saxons and 

the Vikings choose to settle 

where they did?  

Locate the world’s countries 

linked to topics on a range of 

maps, concentrating on 

environmental regions, key 

physical and human 

characteristics, countries and 

cities.  

 

Identify the position and 

significance of latitude and 

longitude, Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 

and Antarctic Circle, the 

Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 

time zones (including day and 

night). 

 

Name and locate counties and 

cities of the UK, geographical 

regions and their human and 

physical characteristics, key 

topographical features and 

land use patterns and 

understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over 

time (Recap on historical links as 

in LSK2) 

Place 

Knowledge 

Talk about similarities and 

differences in relation to places 

they know. 

 

Talk about how they travel to 

school and things they see 

every day. 

 

Discuss their favourite places 

and places they may feel 

unsafe and how they may 

mitigate that. 

Understand the geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human 

and physical geography of a 

small area of the UK and of a 

small area in a contrasting non-

European country (link to 

literacy text). 

 

Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

(UK/range of European 

countries linked to River’s topic 

and a region in South America 

(linked to Rainforest topic). 

 

Human geography including 

types of settlement, trade links 

(Anglo-Saxons, Vikings and 

Romans) 

 

Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region 

of the UK and a region in South 

America. 

 

 



Human and 

Physical 

Geography 

Discuss the weather using terms 

hot/cold/rain/sun/clouds. 

Today is __________ 

 

Discuss seasonal changes over 

time (linked to walks in 

school/local area). 

 

Make observations of plants 

and weather in their 

environment and talk about 

changes. 

 

Talk about shape of buildings, 

landmarks etc… 

 

Explain how they would make a 

place more exciting. 

 

 

 

 

Identify seasonal and daily 

weather patterns in the UK  

 

Compare seasonal and daily 

weather patterns in the United 

Kingdom with non-European 

country (linked to Literacy text).  

 

Identify the location of hot and 

cold areas in the world in 

relation to the Equator and the 

North and South Poles. 

 

Identify the human and physical 

features of the two localities 

studied.  

 

Use basic geographical vocab 

to refer to key physical features 

including: beach, coast, forest, 

mountain, sea, river, season: 

weather. 

 

Use basic geographical vocab 

to refer to key human features, 

including: city, town, village, 

factory, farm, house and shop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe and understand key 

aspects of physical geography 

including: climate zones, biomes 

and vegetation belts 

(Rainforests), rivers (Rivers), 

mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes (Mountains, 

Volcanoes & Earthquakes), and 

the water cycle (Rainforests).  

 

Human geography including: 

types of settlement and land 

use (Villages, Towns & Cities)  

Describe and understand key 

aspects of physical geography 

including climate zones, biomes 

and vegetation belts (Biomes). 

 

Describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, 

including: types of settlement 

and land use (Slums, Biomes), 

economic activity including 

trade links (Globalisation, 

Population) and the distribution 

of natural resources including 

energy, food, minerals and 

water (Energy & Sustainability). 

 

 

 



Geographical 

Skills and 

Fieldwork 

Walk around the local area 

noticing features. 

 

Make observations of the local 

area. Make simple maps and 

sketches. 

Use maps and atlases to identify 

the United Kingdom and its 

countries and seas. 

 

Use world maps, atlases and 

globes to identify the countries, 

continents and oceans. 

 

Use simple compass directions 

(North, South, East and West) 

and locational and directional 

language [for example, near 

and far; left and right], to 

describe the location of 

features and routes on a map 

(Hampstead Heath and Street 

Detectives)  

 

Devise a simple map; and use 

and construct basic symbols in a 

key (Hampstead Heath and 

local area map NSEW) 

 

Use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study the 

geography of the school/local 

area and the key human and 

physical features of its 

surrounding environment e.g. 

note taking, videoing, data 

collection, sketches, 

observations. 

 

 

Use maps, atlases and 

digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe 

features studied. 

 

Use fieldwork to observe, 

measure, record and present 

the human and physical 

features in the local area. 

 

 

Use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries, describe and 

interpret features studied.  

 

Use fieldwork to observe, 

measure, record and present 

the human and 

physical features in the local 

area using a range of methods, 

sketch, map, plan, graphs and 

digital technologies (Local 

Fieldwork Skills). 

 

Use the eight points of the 

compass, four and six-figure grid 

references, symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world. 

 

 

Topics 

Cycle A 

Me and My World 

Spring Has Sprung 

Summer and Seaside 

Whatever the Weather 

Into the Deep 

Hampstead Heath 

 

Rainforests  

Villages, Towns & Cities 

 

Globalisation 

Biomes 

Slums 

Topics  

Cycle B 

This is Us 

The Big Freeze 

 

Sensational Safari 

Street Detectives 

Rivers 

Shake, Rock & Roll 

 

Energy & Sustainability 

Population 

Local Fieldwork Skills 

 


